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New law — new losers 


Disabled people could lose their right to sue for medical negligence, under 


new legal aid rules to be introduced next April. 


Lawyers and disability groups 
have condemned new, 
American-style plans to abolish 

legal aid for civil cases and 
replace it with a no-win, no-fee 
‘system. 

The plans, outlined by the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Irvine, 
will affect parents of brain 
damaged children wanting to 
sue for damages and those 
suing authorities for failing to 

give them a proper education. 

He said: “Those on low 
incomes as well as those on mid- 
dle or higher incomes will be on 
an equal footing. The decision 
whether or not to go ahead with 
any particular case will depend 
on its strength, not on the finan- 
cial resources of the client.” 
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muscles! 


But solicitor David Ruebain, a 
specialist in disability cases, 
said those taking court action 
might need to take out insur- 
ance if they lost the case, to pay 
an opponent’s fees. 

In complex cases of medical 
or educational negligence, 
insurance premiums could be 
as much as £10,000. Solicitors 
would not pay this up front and 
it would be left to the client. 

He added: “It is almost 
impossible for a lawyer to take 
a view at the outset. The solici- 
tor won’t just do it because the 
client can pay a premium as the 
solicitor still won’t get paid if 
they lose.” 

Only a very small number of 
parents would be able to afford 
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medical examinations to pur- 
suade a solicitor to take on a 
case, he said. 

Brian Lamb, head of public 
affairs at Scope, said: “There 
will be very few medical negli- 
gence cases going through the 
courts which means that those 
children’s rights are going to be 
taken away. 

“Without the possibility of 
going to law, parents are not 
going to be able to hold health 
authorities to account and nei- 
ther is the public in general.” 

However, Lord Irvine is still 
consulting over whether insur- 
ance premiums and investiga- 
tion costs, such as medical 
examinations, should be met by 
the client, the solicitor, or 
through loans from the legal 
aid budget. 

Nikki Archer and her hus- 
band Ian are suing Maidstone 
Hospital after their daughter 
Monique was brain-damaged 
there at birth three years ago. 

Mrs Archer said: “We have 
both been unemployed for 
some time so there is no way 


we could have paid for this. 
“We would not have been able 
to come up with £10,000 insur- 
ance: 
In cases of judicial review, 
where a client asks the court 


to review an authority’s deci- 
sion, legal aid will still be 
available, but only if the Legal 
Aid Board is convinced that 
there is a 75 per cent chance of 
success. 


Animal magic: Young Sean Ratcliffe, who is deaf, gets up close to a 
ruffled lemur at London Zoo during National Deaf Awareness 
Week in October. Sean is pictured with signer Maureen Bergson 


(left) and zoo worker Andy Hallsworth. 
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College put to test 


The chairman of the Solicitors 
with Disabilities Group is to sue 
a law college for failing to meet 
his needs, and the Law Society 
of England and Wales for 
recommending it to him. 

Tom Hughes, 35, (right) who 
is dyslexic, paid £5,250 in 
course fees but failed a legal 
practice diploma at the College 
of Law in Chester in the summer. 

Mr Hughes, who is a solici- 
tor’s clerk with J Keith Park & 
Co in Liverpool, says he failed 
because the college breached its 
contract. 

He says that while the college 
claimed it could teach people 
with dyslexia, it did not make 


adequate 
provision for 
his own 
needs during 
exams. Mr 
Hughes, who 
already has 
a law degree, 
said: “They 
have to grasp that dyslexia is 
unique to individuals. 

“Just because they offer con- 
cessions it does not mean they 
are suitable to me.” 

He has now been offered the 
chance to resit the exams with 
50 per cent more time, but is 
unhappy with the provision. 

His solicitor, Denis Whalley, 


said: “It saddens me that I 
should be forced into the invid- 
ious position of having to sue 
my own professional body. 
Their intransigence has left 
Tom with no option.” 

A statement from the Law 
Society said that it, and the 
College of Law in Chester, had 
treated Mr Hughes fairly and 
reasonably. It added that Mr 
Hughes had no grounds on 
which to sue the society. 

College chief executive, 
Nigel Savage, said: “The col- 
lege contests strongly any sug- 
gestion that it, or indeed the 
Law Society, have not afforded 
Mr Hughes full support.” 


2 News 


BIBIC 
attack 


BIBIC (The British Institute for 
Brain Damaged Children) has 
been given a damning report by 
the Child Development and 
Disability Group, part of the 
Royal College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health. 

The Somerset-based institute 
which intensively treats dis- 
abled children, especially those 
with cerebral conditions, was 
criticised for claiming dramatic 
improvements, which the report 
said were usually untrue. 

It added that parents were 
sometimes given false hope and 
it criticised the overly intensive 
programmes, language and 
communication therapy, feeding 
advice and training. 

It also said BIBIC’s practice 
of hanging children upside 
down had no therapeutic bene- 
fit. 

BIBIC medical director, Dr 
Stephen Wood, said many rec- 
ommendations for change had 
already been made.“ Over-dra- 
matic claims for improvement 
are invariably from parents.” 

He added: “Any part of a pro- 
gramme which proves distress- 
ing to a child is always removed 
from the programme.” 


Fair housing plea 


Cash raised from council house 
sales should be used to make 
houses accessible to disabled 
people, says cerebral palsy 
charity Scope. 

Building regulations should 
also be changed to ensure that 
all new housing and refurbish- 
ments meet accessibility stan- 
dards. 

The call comes in a new report 
Scope For Fair Housing*, which 
also highlights the need for 
housing among black disabled 


people, noting a lack of 
research into the area. 

Research and public policy 
manager, Jill Stewart, said: 
“Legislation is complex and 
confusing and stops joint 
working between agencies such 
as housing, social services, 
health and voluntary organisa- 
tions. 

“The complexity of funding 
mechanisms are a nightmare, 
and there is a lack of knowl- 
edge among local authorities of 


what housing needs are and 
what housing they have got. 

“If the current situation is not 
addressed, many disabled peo- 
ple will be forced to remain in 
residential care or living with 
their families, denied the right 
to independence.” 

The report is the first part of an 
ongoing study with which Scope 
hopes to influence Government 
and housing providers. 


* £5, tel: 0171-636 5020 


Telephone 


Helping hand: Occupational therapists Christine Erne (left) and 
Catherine Bok (right) help Janet Jameson try out equipment during the 
Disabled Living Foundation’s disability awareness week. 
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Still hungry 


A Leeds man who started a 
hunger strike on 7 October to 
protest against the unfairness 
of the Benefits Agency Medical 
Service all-work test, is still 
starving himself. 

Keith Rushworth, 47, who has 
ME, wants to change the way 
disabled people are tested for 
Incapacity Benefit and is pre- 
pared to die to highlight the 
injustices of the system. 

He said: “I have written to 
Harriet Harman twice but have 
had no response.” 

Keith is writing to all Labour 
MPs in the hope of instigating 
a change in‘the benefits system. 
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Stop press 


Holiday winner 


A guest house in Pennington, 
Hampshire, has won silver in 
the English Tourist Board 
awards. 

The Our Bench Guest House 
got the Tourism for All award 
for welcoming guests with dis- 
abilities. 


Scope on the move 


Scope will be moving its 
London headquarters from 
Park Crescent and Fitzroy 
Square to Market Road, 
London N7 on 8 December. 

A £300,000 grant from the 
Bridge House Estates trust will 
be used to make the new, open- 
plan offices even more accessi- 


ble. 


Over the moon 


Chris Moon, who lost a leg and 
an arm in a landmine explo- 
sions and campaigned against 
them, including racing 137 
miles across the Sahara desert 
to raise money for the Red 
Cross, is one of the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation’s People of the 
Year 1997. 


_DN’s complementary 
‘therapy booklet is 
also available on 
audio tape. For your 
free copy, write to DN, 

_address on page 2. 


Pressure 
on Sugar 


The pressure is still on to get the 
BBC to reverse its decision to 


scrap the disability programme, — 


Does He Take Sugar? 

MEP for Coventry and North 
Warwickshire, Christine Oddy, 
launched a petition following 
the announcement in July and 
now more than 1,500 people 
have signed up. The petition will 
be presented to the House of 
Commons this month. 

The programme was put 
under the spotlight during a live 
radio debate on Does He take 
Sugar? at the Scope Conference 
in Blackpool last month. 

Under Secretary of State for 
Employment and_ Equal 
Opportunities, Alan Howarth, 
said: “I think it would be quite 
outrageous if the BBC were to 
abandon specialist programme’s 
such as Does He Take Sugar?” 

Scope’s chief executive, Richard 
Brewster, met controller James 
Boyle in October..Mr Brewster 
said: “There’s a misunderstand- 
ing about the relationship 
between radio and disabled peo- 
ple”. 


“CLOSE YOUR EYES AND IMAGINE... 


You are strapped in a wheel chair to stop you falling out. You are unable to move 
your legs, your body, your arms, your hands of your head. You can't move any 
of your facia! muscles, You can’t swallow so that saliva runs unchecked down 


your chin. You hear a buzzing: a wasp lands on your cheek. It crawls across 


your cheek and up the side of your nose. Now you feel it slowly moving down 


NOW IMAGINE THAT IT WILL ONLY GET WORSE. 
SHOULDN'T YOU HAVE A CHOICE?” 


MH, like me, you believe in the right of people to choose death with dignity, you cin best work for a change 
in the law, and an cad to wnnecessery saffering, by supporting the Volwatary Euthanasia Society, Join NOW, 


lease make me 1 member and keep me ialvemed oa the campaign I eaclure £10 anneal subscription (joint 


A Voluntary Euthanasia 
Society advertisement telling 
people to imagine themselves 
paralysed in a wheelchair as a 
wasp moves across their face 
has sparked anger among pro- 
life groups. 

The poster features Annie 
Lindsell who has Motor 
Neurone Disease, who won 
High Court backing in October 
to allow her GP, Simon 
Holmes, to administer high 
doses of drugs to ease her men- 
tal and physical distress. 

Rachel Hurst, of Disability 
Awareness in Action, is scepti- 
cal of the poster. She said: “It 
has been put there to frighten 
people, but it is a situation that 
is not likely to happen if you 
are at that level of impairment 
because you are not likely to be 
alone in a room in which case 
somebody would do something 
about it. I have seen people 
with Motor Neurone disease 
who don’t die in that way or 
who are not left.” 


At least 228 MPs and mem- 
bers of the House of Lords in 
the All Party Disablement 
Group have backed DN’s sur- 
vey which found 97 per cent of 
readers who responded thought 
cannabis should be legalised 
for medical purposes. 

Lord Ashley, co-chair of the 
All Party Disablement Group, 
raised the issue at its meeting 
last month. 

Twenty-five MPs have also 
signed Paul Flynn’s early day 
motion on the decriminalisation 
of cannabis for medicinal use. 
The motion was put forward 
after DN’s cannabis survey . 

The British Medical Association 
is calling for the Misuse of Drugs 
Act to be amended so that pre- 
scribing certain extracts of the 


cannabis plant will no longer be 
illegal. 

Its new report, Therapeutic 
uses of cannabis , urges a cen- 
tral registry of patients using 
the extracts and more tests on 
the “remarkably safe drugs” 
which it says have fewer side 
effects than some stronger, legal 
drugs. 

Brian Iddon MP has met 
Home Office Minister, George 
Howarth, who is responsible 
for drugs. Mr Iddon told DN: 
“The Government say that if 
cannabis were to be made avail- 
able as a medicine, it would 
have to be screened to make 
sure it was safe. This could take 
years. I am going to get a defin- 
itive view from them.” 

Austin Mitchell MP is leading 


Drug gets O 


a delegation of people with MS 
who will discuss the medicinal 
use of cannabis with junior 
Health Minister, Paul Boateng, 
later this month. 

Service users at London 
Lighthouse, the charity for peo- 
ple with HIV and Aids, are also 
backing the cause and have 
joined forces with the Alliance 
of Cannabis Therapeutics to 
campaign for legalisation for 
therapeutic use. 

Paul Theobald has HIV and 
uses cannabis. He told DN: “ It 
helps with my appetite, stress, 
to sleep and to control nausea.” 
e DN is continuing its cannabis 
survey. Non-disabled people 
and non-cannabis users are also 
invited to comment, (see our 
address on page 2). 


Work in store: Secretary of 
State for Social Security, 
Harriet Harman, gets her 
shopping from Michael 
Roberts, (left) who has a 
learning disability, and 
Androulla Pateyi, (right) who 
has a hearing impairment, 
watched by Alan Howarth, 
Minister for Employment and 
Equal Opportunities, at the 
Tesco Metro store in Covent 
Garden. Ms Harman was at 
the store to emphasise her 
commitment to involve dis- 
abled people in the Welfare to 
Work scheme. She said dis- 
abled people had felt excluded 
from society and written off to 
a lifetime on benefits, for too 


long. UPPA 


above the 
normal setting. 
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The Servo valve within the a 
cylinder responds to any 
increase in flexion rate 
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changes in flexion force 
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load levels 


m Large pneumatic volume 
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mid-range swing action 


Available on NHS prescription in 
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4 News from Westminster 


Talking about working it out 


month, organised by the 
Departments of Social Security 
and Education, Under Secretary 
of State for Employment and 


More than 100 representatives 
from disability and employ- 
ment organisations have met to 
suggest ways of spending the 


which will include work 
schemes, personal advisers and 
support through mentoring. 
Richard Wood, chief executive 
of the British Council of 


experts. I am concerned this 
will happen again.” 

There were some concerns over 
people losing benefits when 
going into schemes. Under 


£195 million set aside for the 
Welfare to Work programme. 
The programme aims to get 
long-term sick and disabled 
people back to work or help 
them to stay employed. 
At a seminar in London last 


Equal Opportunities, Alan 
Howarth, said: “It is economi- 
cally mad that disabled people 
don’t have the opportunity to 
work if they want.” 
Department bosses outlined 
the programme’s structure 


Secretary of State for the 
Department of Social Security, 
Baroness Hollis, said: “This is 
something we are going to have 
to look at because it would be 
foolish to have the whole scheme 


Disabled People, said: “This is 
analogous to what has hap- 
pened in community care, 
when care managers and case 
managers intervene in the lives 
of disabled people and become 


subverted by that.” 
*The 


Group is calling for a new sys- | 
tem to replace the All Work 
Test. It would include rehabilita- | 
tion and benefits flexibility as | 
well as employability assess- | 
ments carried out by experts on | 


ability rather than doctors — and 


would lead to individual action | 


plans. 


Help on way 


People with learning difficulties 
who are a victim of, or a wit- 
ness to, a crime could get more 
support from the Government. 

In a written answer to Liberal 
Democrat spokesman on dis- 
ability, Paul Burstow, Paul 
Boateng, Junior Health 
Minister, said the Home 
Office’s inter-departmental 
group on vulnerable and intim- 
idated witnesses was looking 
into measures that could be 
taken. Its review would include 
considering the need to issue 
guidance to the police in han- 
dling these cases. 


Open door 


A group of 11 MPs are sup- 
porting a private member’s bill 
calling on the Government to 
review restrictions on the use of 
National Lottery proceeds, so 
that buildings can be made 
more accessible to disabled 


Listen up: Four-year-old Ayesha Muhir with her mother Naureen and Lord Ashley highlight the lack of 
health authority funding for cochlear implant operations. 

Ayesha, from Yorkshire, is waiting for implants and her doctors are worried that the delay will cause 
the nerves responsible for hearing to waste away if they are not stimulated soon. 

In Lord Ashley’s survey, 1994-96, only 28 out of 100 health authorities in England and Wales responded. 
The number of cochlea implant operations for both adults and children which they funded, varied from 
none to one. 


Lord Ashley, who has an implant, is calling on the Government to provide central funding for the oper- 
ANTONIO OLMOS 


people. ations. They cost £25-£28,000. 
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£100 Christmas Bonus 
from Chevron 


Treat yourself 
to a new 
wheelchair 
before 16/1/98 
and receive a 
Christmas 
bonus pack of 


extras worth 


£100 


Happy 
§ Christmas from 


Chevron 


CALL FREE on 0800 525 877 for details 


OAPs to 
go home 


Health Secretary Frank Dobson 
has promised to spend the 
extra £269 million promised for 
the National Health Service on 
services for elderly people. 

He plans to avert a winter cri- 
sis in the NHS by making home 
care more widely available and 
keeping elderly patients out of 


hospital. His announcement | 


comes as an Audit Commission 


report Coming of Age* says that | 
with proper preparation, more | 


elderly patients could be sent 


home from hospital instead of | 
to nursing or residential homes. | 


Each year almost one in five 
over-75s is admitted to hospital. 


*£20, tel: (01235) 400400 


No go on 
wind-chill 


The Government has decided 
against altering cold weather 
payments to take account of 
the wind-chill factor. 

This is despite the fact that a 
Commons motion calling for 


“an amendment of the cold | 


weather payments system so 
that the wind-chill can be taken 
into account” was signed last 


November by 176 MPs, most of | 


them Labour. 


Cold weather payments are | 


only triggered when tempera- 
tures fall below zero for a week. 
The wind, which can drastical- 
ly increase the chill factor, mak- 
ing people more vulnerable to 
hypothermia, is not included in 
the equation. 


War guilt 
Armed Forces Minister, John 


Reid, admitted that a cocktail 
of drugs was given to British 


troops in the Gulf War, despite | 


an official warning. 

His disclosures in October 
were broadly welcomed by vet- 
erans affected by Gulf War syn- 
drome. 


Disablement Income } 


; 


News 5 


Local authorities should adopt 
a consistent approach to assess- 
ing disabled people’s available 
income when deciding whether 
to charge for services. 

In a new report Disability- 
related costs and charges for 
communtity care*,. the 


Disablement Income Group 


Oe ——— 


(DIG) suggests a framework 
which local authorities could 
use, taking into account extra 
costs for travel, equipment, per- 
sonal assistance, laundry, holi- 
days, food and fuel. 

DIG fears many local authori- 
ties regard disability benefits 


Holiday 
from hell 
Ina barn 


An “activity holiday” in a 


- Yorkshire cottage turned out to 


be a nightmare break with no 
activities, unsafe conditions 
and sewage in the garden. 

Three care workers and two’ 


physically disabled people with 


——— 


learning difficulties stayed at 
Twistelton Near Barn in 
Pocletons at. the-wend—of 
September and found their 
activity leader did not turn up 


for the five-day break, leaving 


them to deal with mice, a bro- 
ken telephone, video, tv and 
washing machine. 

The walk-in shower consisted 
of a 10in step, a garden chair 
sitting in it and no grab rails. 

The cottage is run by the 
Holiday Barn _. Activity 
Programme which advertises it as 
having activities and is especially 
suitable for disabled people. 

One of the home care support 
workers, from the Southdown 
Housing Association in 
Brighton, Sally Mclvor, said: 
“It was all really horrible. We 
were very upset about it and 
complained to the manager 
there, asking for a refund. 
However, she did not apolo- 
gise. 

“The service was appalling 
but we could not abondon the 
holiday as we had spent £800 
on it and did not want to let 
our clients down.” 

A spokesman for the centre 
refused to comment. 

Holiday Care Service manag- 
er, Derek Moore, said: “We are 
always concerned to hear of 
bad holiday experiences. 

“This illustrates the need 
for a national accessible 
scheme, under which accom- 
modations can be properly 
inspected.” 


such as Attendance Allowance 
and Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) as available 
income and make charges 
accordingly. 

But it says these benefits are 
often used to meet additional dis- 
ability-related costs and may not 
even cover these. Government 
guidelines say local authorities 
should not undermine DLA 
through charges. 

The report says authorities 
should take extra costs into 
account and charge according 
to individual circumstances, 
making allowances in order to 


] 


At whose service? 


disregard some income. 
Pauline Thompson, director 
of DIG, said: “We have looked 
at what a person actually needs 
to spend because of their dis- 
ability. It amazes me that people 
find the money for what they 
need in the first place. Then the 
local authority helps itself to 
DLA. If local authorities find 
they cannot obtain as much 
money in charging, so be it.” 
Coventry social services has 
introduced a pilot scheme 
based on DIG’s suggestions. 


* £9.50 tel: 0171-263 3981 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS 


to all our valued customers old and new... 


From everyone at the Chiltern Invadex 
Group of companies 


Providing a complete range of Showering & 
Bathing and Moving & Handling products 
for the less able and disabled. 


for a FREE colour brochure call 01869 246470. 


This year The 
Chiltern Invadex 
Group will not be 


sending Xmas cards 


charity. 


al 
n& 

yf 
ey, 
= 
to our customers, but 
will be making a 


suitable donation to 


Face value: Heather Mills, 29, 
who lost part of her leg in a 
motorbike accident, has signed 
a £750,000 contract with Italian 
cosmetics company, Pascal. The 
posters will be seen across 
Europe. Heather was a judge in 
the Sunrise Medical DN model- 
ling competition in 1995. 


The Cushion That 
Speaks For Itself! 


The AirLite cushion from 
Scandinavian Mobility combines the 
positioning qualities of a foam 
cushion with the pressure distribut- 
ing advantages of an air filled cushion 
- ensuring a correct sitting position - 


(FREE packing 
& postage) 


|@| SCANDINAVIAN M@BILITY: 
= a ae 


Dad gets 
campaign 
on road 


The father of a young disabled 
girl has launched a campaign to 
allow chil- 
dren under 
five to“get 
cars from 
Motability. 
Disabled 
people can 
pay for their 
cars from the 
charity using 
the higher 
rate mobility 
component of Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA). But children 
under five are not entitled to 
this benefit. 
Paul Preston, (above right) 


from Lancashire, has a three- 


year-old daughter, Stacey, who 
has a neuro-muscular condition 
and a low life expectancy. He 
already has a car but is worried 
about what would happen if it 
let him down. 

“Are we saying that a child 
should be kept in until the age 
of five? If so, that is discrimina- 
tion. Families could be spared 
the financial stress and anxiety 
of having to think where the 
next penny is coming from to 
keep a car on the road.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Department of Social Security 
said all disability benefits 
were being reviewed. But she 
added: “A lot of children do 
not naturally walk before age 
five.” 


and long term comfort. It comes with 
a 2 year warranty, and is suitable for 
medium to low risk pressure relief. 
Perfect for wheelchair users, ideal as 
a thoughtful gift, or why not treat 
yourself, and sit comfortably ever 
after! 


Scandinavian Mobility Unit C Tyson Courtyard Weldon South Ind Estate Corby Northants NN1I8 8AZ 


Please send me an AirLite Cushion. 


(Please allow 28 days for delivery) 


[Size: 41x41cemQ 46x4icmQ 46x46emQ 51x 46cm QO (please tick box) | 
cided ac ey ree ek ae a a | 
jie! Ce ee ey chp ats Ge piesa wc ektte th ghey oh wees oem seca ge “ee selens #4 ] 
a Rey Eo Be ea owe a Keds si ak easy wr Cae A mw one Vaneo posi gallon, pean j 
ee Pease a AN or 
I | enclose a cheque for £95.00 Q payable to Scandinavian Mobility UK Limited. I 
J or: Please debit my Visa Q Mastercard 2 with the sum of £95.00 1 
[Card No j 


lexpiry Date | am exempt from 
I paying VAT O 


(signature) f 


i If you are not exempt from paying VAT, please add £16.62, total due £111.62 
Please return this form to Scandinavian Mobility Bort oe Northants NN18 peas 
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Councils hand over cash 


At least 80 per cent of local 
authorities will have set up 
schemes allowing disabled peo- 
ple to use council money to pay 
for their care within a year, a 
survey revealed in October. 
Initial findings from the 
Policy Studies Institute show 
nearly 50 per cent of authorities 
operating some kind of pay- 
ment scheme for care. Two- 
thirds of the authorities which 


do not run schemes intend to 
introduce direct payments in 
line with the Community Care 
(Direct Payments) Act, effective 
since April. 


Frances Hasler, of the 
National Centre for 
Independent Living, who 


helped carry out the survey, 
said: “It’s a very optimistic pic- 
ture tempered by the fact that it 
is not even across the country. If 


you live in the North or in 
Wales you have a much smaller 
chance of having a scheme 
within the next 12 months.” . 
Meanwhile, Carers National 
Association and the 
Association of Directors of 
Social Services are calling on 
the Government to provide 
money to fund the Carers Act 
after carrying out a new sur- 
vey In on the Act — Social 


Services experiences of the 
Carers Act*. 

Of those authorities respond- 

ing, one in six were considering 
cuts to carers’ services. 
e Sefton Council on 
Merseyside has reversed its pol- 
icy of not helping care home 
residents until their savings fall 
below £1,500. 


*£10 , tel: 0171-490 8818 


Inclusive | Doubts over new commission 


concerns 


Charities have criticised 
proposals for greater inclusive 
education which were set out in 
the Government’s consultative 
green paper Excellence for all 
children — meeting special edu- 
cational needs, launched in 
October. 

Many disability organisations 
are concerned about funding 
and reductions in statementing. 

The Royal Association of 
Disability and Rehabilitation’s 
education officer, Steve Davies, 
said: “Reducing the number of 
statements will simply make it 
harder\for many disabled chil- 
dren to gain access to the main- 
stream schools.” 

Scope’s director of education, 
Christine Gilder, said: “We are 
worried that there is no men- 
tion of replacing the legally 
binding statement with an 
equally strong legal right such 
as bringing education under the 
remit of the Disability 
Discrimination Act.” 

But Micheline Mason, coordi- 


nator of the Alliance for Inclusive _ 


Education, said many organisa- 
tions were over-reacting: “This is 
more to do with reallocation of 
money, not more funds.” 

A two-month consultation is 
now being carried out. 


The Disability Rights 


Commission proposed by the 
Government may only rarely 
use its enforcement powers. 
Speaking at the national con- 
ference of the Employers’ 
Forum on Disability, equal 
opportunities minister, Alan 


In your face: Paralympian 
Tanni Grey shows off the 
poster of motor racing boss 
Frank Williams at the launch of 
the John Grooms’ Perspectives 
awareness raising campaign. 
The poster challenges people 
on the London Underground to 
“Get disability into perspec- 


= ” 
tive. JOHN GROOMS 
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HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 
New brochure for 1998 available 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 
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Howarth, said: “The commis- 
sion will give authoritative 
advice in the field. It will have a 
role to conciliate and a power 
to investigate and enforce 
where that proves necessary, 
although I hope and expect 
that it would only very occa- 


sionally prove necessary to use 
that particular power.” 

But Neil Betteridge, of the 
Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
feared the Commission would 
be denied cash to carry out its 
enforcement role. 


LIVE LIFE AT BLENHEIM! 
RESIDENTIAL CARE 
| FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


By living in our residential flats you can maintain 
your independence whilst having the security of 
full residential care. Also nursing and respite 
care available in this 90 bed complex especially 
for the disabled. For more details contact 
Helen Joyce on 01427 668175. 


“lhe Blenheim Centres 


Hemswell Cliff, Nr Gainsborough, Lincolnshire 
DN21 5TJ 


phone inquiry line, individual 


Computer pairing 
The disability information con-}| 
sultancy, the Computability | 
Centre, has merged with the| 
Foundation of Communication | 
for the Disabled, a national | 
supplier of computers to dis- | 
abled people. 

The new _ organisation, 
AbilityNet, which starts up on | 
1 January, will offer a free tele- | 


assessments, training courses 
and support services. 


Tel: (01926) 312847 


Son rises over here 


The Son-Rise Program, Start 
Up, for children with special | 
needs, is holding a week-long 


January, in London. 
The programme was featured | 
in the BBC documentary I want 
my little boy back in September | 
and teaches communication 


techniques. 


Tel: 001-413 229 2100 


Better ballet view 
The new Sadler’s Wells Theatre | 


in Islington, London, aims to 
be a pioneer of accessible and | 
creative design when it re-opens / 
next autumn. 

The Theatre Foundation con- |} 
sulted with disabled people in| 
the design process, and the re- | 
vamp will be helped along by a} 
£30 million National Lottery | 
grant. 


Help at a stroke 


People who have had strokes | 
are dying or becoming severely | 
disabled because they do not| 
have access to proper care, the | 
Stroke Association claims. : 

Research by the British} 
Medical Journal claims that for 
every 22 people who have had 
strokes, one extra person is 
likely to survive if treated in a 
stroke unit. The charity has put | 
forward an early day motiog 
signed by 42 MPs, urging the 
Government to set up more} 
stroke units. 


| 


Celebration time 


Scope’s Meldreth Manor 
school in Hertfordshire had its | 
30th anniversary in November | 
and to celebrate the school, : 
along with past pupils and) 
friends, held an anniversary | 
fair. 


Corrections 
From DN’s November issue: 
The communications book 
Michelle Finds A Voice can be. 
obtained by calling, tel: 0171-/ 
235 2351 ext. 146. | 
The picture captioned Angela | 
Browning at the Tory party | 
conference should read Theresa | 
May. | 


The Carchair is a wheelchair system which becomes the front passenger or driver’s seat of a standard 
production motor car. Naturally, this eliminates the need to transfer from wheelchair to car seat and 


avoids the purchase of a ‘special’ vehicle. 
As a complete unit the Carchair system comprises 


P eu g eot 8 Q 6 a specially designed wheelchair and easy-to- F Or d E Scort 


operate lift mechanism which can be fitted into a 
range of vehicles. The wheelchair itself is as 
much at home around the house as it is in the 
family car or out-of-doors. Quite simply, no other 
wheelchair is so adaptable. 


The Peugeot 806 is equipped 

with the Carchair lifting system, 

complete with specially 

designed wheelchairs, that 

actually replaces the front passenger’s seat. 


The Ford Escort is one of many two door vehicles 
in its class that adapts perfectly to the Carchair 
system, offering style with economy. 
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Ford Courier 


Constable’s Courier is big on space and long on 
comfort, offering an affordable luxury environment 
that makes every journey a pleasure. This model has 
the added advantage of automatic transmission as 
an optional extra. 


The Fiat Fiorino offers excellent facilities within 
the lower budget range. 


Peugeot 
Expert 


The new Peugeot Expert has a very flexible spec- 
ification, including the facility to accommodate 
two wheelchairs. The flat floor and dashboard- 
mounted gear lever allows easy movement 


_throughout. A bright heardwearing trim adds the 


finishing touch to this superb vehicle. 
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Conference 
puts sharing 
on agenda 


Scope held its first 
national conference 
in Blackpool — the 
DN team were there 


Author William Horwood, 
whose daughter has cerebral 
palsy, set the tone for Scope’s 
one-day conference by calling 
on disabled people to start 
changing the attitudes of the 
“disability unaware”. 

Mr Horwood (right) said: 
“We arei here to try and 
improve the world for the 
future disabled people. 

“Each of us has to do our part 
to rid the world of discrimina- 
tion.” 

Seven seminars and numerous 
workshops took up the chal- 
lenge by discussing topical sub- 
jects, including democracy and 
inclusive education. 

Lorna Reith, director of the 
Disability Alliance, spoke of 
widespread inequities in com- 
munity care. She said: “Local 
authorities should monitor the 
impact of charges on the local 


Sweet sounds: Minister Alan Howarth (centre) 


population.” 

Disabled solic- 
itor, David 
Ruebain, said 
people could 
complain to the 
monitoring 
officer at the 
authority if they thought it was 
acting unlawfully, or to the 
Secretary of State, though he 
had not intervened in a case for 
15 years. 

At a seminar on health ser- 
vices, Dave Thompson, a 
wheelchair user, and disability 
services advisor at Warrington 
Community Health Care 
(NHS) Trust, spoke about good 
practice in his area. He is help- 
ing to produce a national guide 
on good practice for the NHS. 

He said: “In our trust during 
the last two years, over 500 doc- 
tors, nurses, physiotherapists 
and OTs have attended equality 
and disability awareness train- 
ing. They always ask why it 
was not available when they 
were training for their jobs.” 

He said it was vital for dis- 
abled people to be consulted 


with guests and pre- 


senters who took part in a live recording of the Radio Four 
programme Does He Take Sugar? in Blackpool Pictures BY GILLIAN SHAW 
pn 


BREDE VAN CENTRE 


BREDE * SUSSEX * TN31 6DY « TEL: 01424 882777 


Tower of strength: Council member, Angela Drane, at Blackpool 


over services and to be consult- 
ed in accessible venues. 

At the seminar on education, 
Micheline Mason, coordinator 
of the Alliance for Inclusive 
Education, welcomed the 
recent Government green paper 
which works towards inclusion. 

She attacked the idea that the 
more disabled students were, 
the less mainstream schools 
were suited to them. Their 
place in education was based 
on a medical diagnosis and she 
challenged Scope to oppose this. 

Direct payments offer real 
empowerment to disabled peo- 
ple, if local authorities can be 
persuaded to play ball, the 


Association of Directors of 
Social Services president, Roy 
Taylor, and co-director of the 
Centre for Independent Living, 
Frances Hasler, told the biggest 
audience. Both are spreading 
the message. They said the first 
direct payments survey looked 
hopeful: although over half (97) 
local authorities do not use the 
scheme, 67: of them are plan- 
ning to (see page 6). 

Peter White, the BBC’s dis- 
ability affairs correspondent, 
and David Brindle from The 
Guardian, explained the diffi- 
culties they faced getting space 
and air time for what is often 
seen as a marginal issue. David 


°° The 


NEW °98 
LIVING 


TICKETS 


INDEPENDENT 
SHOWS... 


Why struggle when there are so many solu- 
tions to mobility difficulties. Visit Independent 
Living and see them all under one roof. 


Brindle blamed the widespread 
trivialising of news. Peter Whité 
called on disabled people té 
face interviews, so that the 
diversity of their views could b 
heard. “You have to get you 
hands dirty,” he said. 

At a workshop on using th 
Disability Discrimination Ac 
(DDA) to get a job, Scop 
employment officer, Peter Ray, 
talked about a Scope survey, 
which showed that 70 per cent 
of companies knew about th 
DDA, but only 43 per cent 
employed at least one disable 
person. “The DDA cannot hel 
you get a job. I think it will js 
make it more costly [fo 
employers] to get rid of some 
one,” he said. | 

“Trade unions have to make 
their members aware of disabil 
ity and it should become 
negotiable item like terms, con 
ditions and wages.” 

The final plenary session dis- 
cussed why transport and edu- 
cation had been excluded from| 


the DDA. 
Conservative MP Tim Collins 
(John Major’s ex-speech 


writer), admitted the Tories 
would have to think again on 
this, but argued that the DDA| 
should not be written off. 

The Liberal Democrat 
spokesman on disability, Paul 
Burstow, vowed: “We want to 
disappoint the architects by 
ensuring it [the DDA] achieves 
far more than they ever expected.” 

125 of the 580 people who 
attended the conference came 
from outside Scope. Disabled 
people were generally positive. 
William Lever, from Oldham, 
said:“I found the direct pay- 
ments session very interesting. I 
would like to take advantage of 
them if I could.” 

John Cherry, from the Isle of 
Man, was worried about the 
cost of being a member of 
Scope and attending the confer- 
ence and AGM. “They need to 
think about people on benefit. 
You will have a vote, but not a 
say on the floor.” : 

Anne Pridmore, vice-chair of 
the British Council of Disabled 
People, was disappointed. “I 
would like to see any confer- 
ences Scope do in the future 
being led by disabled people.” 


First timers 


Before you buy, take this opportunity to test, 
compare and get all the free advice you need. 
Call today for your free tickets. 


Ford Escort Chairman diesel. 
Hydraulic lowering rear. 1 
wheelchair plus 2 attendants. 
Power steering. Blue. 12 months 
warranty. New MOT. 
Reg: 1991 


There were 50 exhibitors and 
over 80 product and informa- 
tion stands 
at the first 


CALL TODAY |. ean 


01275 836465 


To Order your FREE TICKETS 


£5,995 


sonic 


Ford Transit Dormobile conversion. 
10 passengers plus 2 wheelchairs. 
Hydraulic tailift. Power steering. 
Seat belts. 30,000 miles. Blue. 12 


bition at the 


pene walranne New MOT. = ’ a ee fsa : 
eg: 199 as e 
g MANCHESTER & WEMBLEY SHOWS Hoe 
Bowlers Conference Centre Vid ole € 
Renault Master LWB. 12 seater. Manchester Seating and 
Wheelchair provision. Wheelchair 18th -19th March 1998 
ramp. White. 12 months warranty. SR 


New MOT. 
Reg: 1990 


launched the Calergo Jaquette, 


Wembley Exhibition Centre, 
(above) for people who need 


9th - 10th September 1998 


upper body support. Shaped 
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£4,995 + VAT 


and very 
loud 


Under its new chairman, Scope 
is set to look outwards and to 
campaign with greater confi- 
dence alongside and on behalf 
of disabled people. 

_ As Jim Hoskisson, 54, told 

sthe AGM: “We are a large 

organisation. We have a lot of 
weight, a lot of clout. There is 
probably no other organisation 
so uniquely placed as ourselves 
to be that voice. We should be 
up front and very loud.” 

He himself is a calm, articu- 
late man. “There’s nothing spe- 
cial about me — I haven’t got 
any magic formulas. But people 
have confidence in me and that 
comes from being me, just a 
person who has experienced 

life without barricades.” 

He is determined that his 
daughter Ellen and other dis- 
abled people should have those 
opportunities too. 

As a manager with Manx 
Telecom, he values communi- 
cation. He will run Scope in 
partnership — with council, 
management and local groups. 

He is no Sam memo man like 
Anthony Hewson. “There will 
be a shift to more civilised 
hours for people.” And, again 
unlike his predecessor, he will 
spread the load and not take so 
much on himself. Taking early 
retirement at the end of the 
year will give him more time. 

While he approves of all the 
restructuring, he appreciates 
the dangers. “Structure needs 
to be there to give us stability, 
but it needs to be flexible, so we 
continue to use creativity well. I 
am very confident that we can 
do that.” 


tries 


Tom Crocker 
Carmobility’s new model 


like a waistcoat, the Jaquette 
moulds into the desired shape 
and becomes rigid. About £300. 
Tel: (01525) 840887 

Carmobility launched a wheel- 
chair (either manual or electric), 
which allows the customer to 
climb into their car. It will bene- 
fit people who find it difficult to 
transfer from a wheelchair to a 
swivel chair. £7,000, tel: (01395) 
568830. 


Jim Hoskisson (right) with Anthony Hewson, now a life member 


Scope has achieved an operat- 
ing surplus of £1.3 million in 
1996-7, the first time for 14 
years. 

“T have waited a long time for 
this day,” said Jan Hildreth in 
his last speech as honourary 
treasurer at the charity’s 45th 
annual general meeting. The 
surplus, £1.5 million better 
than budget, followed a deficit 
of £750,000 in the previous 


year. 
Expenses for restructuring 
and losses on the sale 


of Newton Products, which 
reduced the surplus to a deficit 
of £504,000, were “one-off”, he 
assured delegates. 

Scope is on target for another 
surplus this year. 

Chief executive Richard 
Brewster said no other organi- 
sation had the range of services 
or influence, and it was now 
time to build Scope’s reputation 


and complete the restructuring. 
He added: “We need a final 
dose of self belief. 

“We also need to put our 
organisation at the service of 
other groups of disabled peo- 
pie: 

His message came as the first 
12 groups joined the individual 
group membership scheme and 
123 people took up individual 
membership. 

The AGM heard that £35,000 


Elections 


Leslie Unwin, is Scope’s new 
honourary treasurer — one 
of five executive council 
members to be re-elected. 
The others are. Denise 
Bloomfield, David Hayes, 
Jan. Hildreth and Jim 
Hoskisson. Carl Williamson 
is the only new member. A 
vice-chair is yet to be elected. 


MORE INDEPENDENCE & 


FOR YOUR FREE, FACT FILLED THERA‘:POSTURE BROCHURE 


FREEPHONE 0800 834654 


24 HOUR BROCHURE LINE 


ALSO SEAT LIFTS & RECLINERS 
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Up front | Chairman Hewson bows out 


had been spent on organising 
the scheme, and that it was 
hoped 3,500 people would take 
up the offer by next September. 

In his final speech as chair- 
man, Anthony Hewson, who 
received the patron’s award, 
said disabled people must not 
be buffeted by the changing 
winds of Government. It was 
up to Scope to unite with other 
organisations and take the lead. 

“We must make sure the pri- 
orities of disabled people and 
their families are clearly articu- 
lated and understood.” 

He asked why no one knew 


how many children were born 
each year with disability, why 
so much bureaucracy surround- 
ed their lives, and what the real 
costs of disability were. 

He was proud of helping to 
change the charity’s name and 
bringing in the membership 
scheme — putting service users 
and their advocates at the cen- 
tre of what Scope does. “They 
should always lead the debate.” 

He said: “If Government is 
really serious about disability 
issues, they have got to engage 
meaningfully with disabled 


people.” 


|STer Moving 
THe Goattosts 


John Guttridge, a worker for 32 years at the Scope-owned wheel- 
chair manufacturer, Newton Products, protests at the conference 
against the firm’s sell-off, due to sustained losses. He said: “Scope is 
not treating us with dignity — I’m disgusted.” Chairman Jim 
Hoskisson confirmed Scope was negotiating with an un-named 
company, but assured workers: “The welfare of people is clearly in 
our minds”. How many disabled people Scope employs is unknown. 


TOTAL COMFORT 


ARE WITHIN YOUR GRASP 


sleeping or 


Can be raised 


or lowered 10” 


With it's integral easy-to-use hand control, 
a THERA*POSTURE bed will let 
you select exactly the 
relaxing 
position that's right for 
you. So you can sit up, 
lie down or put your feet up. The choice is yours. 


® EASY TO USE 

® SIT UP OR LIE DOWN 

® BED CAN BE RAISED OR 
LOWERED 10” SO GETTING IN & 
OUT IS EASIER & HOME CARE IS 
MORE PRACTICAL 

® COSTS NO MORE THAN A HIGH 
QUALITY FLAT EQUIVALENT 


For more comfortable days and nights with 
THERA*POSTURE, make your next move to find out more. 


Bed Chair [_ | 


(no stamp required), 


Please send me a copy of the Theraposture brochure. 
(Please Tick) 


IN@ING): = en cas aoe eed oi ee 


FREEPOST, WARMINSTER, WILTS BA12 8TZ. 


If you prefer not to receive information from other selected companies, please tick box 0 


THERA:POSTURE 


Adjusting to your needs 
Since 1981 
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A fit of 
impulse 


A new device which transmits 
impulses can help to reduce 
seizures in people with epilepsy. 

The Cyberonics implant, 
developed in the US, has been 
placed under the collarbone of 
a teenager with epilepsy in the 
first operation of its kind to be 
carried out in Scotland. 

Lisa Morrison, 13, 
Dundee, had the operation at 
Ninewells Hospital in October. 
Now surgeons are waiting to 
see whether it has been success- 
ful before operating on her two 
seven-year-old twin sisters who 
have the condition. 

The implant sends out signals 
through wires to the vagus 
nerve in the neck, which in turn 
carries signals to the parts of 
the brain which control fits. 

When Lisa shows signs of a 
fit, her mother runs a magnet 
over her collarbone. The 
implant sends emergency puls- 
es to the brain. It is believed 
these pulses interfere with the 
onset of the fit. 

Consultant neurosurgeon, T 
R K Varma, said: “Although 
this is not a cure for epilepsy, it 
has been seen to end fits entire- 
ly in some people.” 


from 


More Capacity 


Needles needless: mother Jill Palmer with Alice 


HRT risks 
increase 


A review of hormone replace- 
ment therapy (HRT) has found 
that women on the drug have a 
slightly increased risk of devel- 
oping breast cancer, which 
increases the longer the therapy 
is used. 

The paper, Breast Cancer and 
HRT, published by the 
Imperial Cancer Research Fund 
(ICRF), involved over 150,000 
women in 21 countries. 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value For Money 
Fully adapted from 


£17,650 


et 
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THE MIRROR 


It found that two extra cases 
of breast cancer would be diag- 
nosed in women between the 
ages of 50 and 70, in addition 
to the 45 cases per 1,000 
women that would already 
have been diagnosed. 

The ICRF points out the find- 
ings should be weighed along- 
side the benefits of HRT, such 
as a reduction in the risks of 
developing heart disease or 
osteoporosis. 

Chairman of the Committee 
on Safety of Medicines, 
Professor Michael Rawlins, 
said: “This does not mean you 


should stop taking HRT. If you 
are concerned, you should 
make an appointment with 
your doctor. Women should 
also have regular screening.” 


New test 
for Down’s 


A blood test could be used to 
detect Down’s Syndrome with 
the results ready the next day. 

This will mean expectant 
mothers like Jill Palmer will no 
longer have to go through the 
current test for Down’s syn- 
drome: amniocentesis, where a 
long needle is inserted through 
the stomach and into the 
womb. 

Such tests are offered to moth- 
ers over 35 who have an 
increased risk of having a baby 
with Down’s.There can be a 
four week wait for results and 
the technique can also cause 
miscarriage. 

The new procedure, which 
involves taking a blood sample 
from the mother’s arm, was 
developed by doctors at 
Nottingham City Hospital. 

Some of the baby’s cells are 
carried in the mother’s blood. 
These are separated and tested 
for Down’s Syndrome. 


A joint 
success 


New research into arthritic fin-} 
ger joints could mean an end to 


stiff and swollen hands. 


A team of researchers from| 
Durham University has devel-} 
oped an artificial joint which, | 
when fitted, is supported by the } 
natural ligaments of the human 
joint and acts as a shield to the 


bone beneath. 


The new joint will only| 
replace the diseased cartilage | 
found on the ends of the fingers'| 


and the operation involves min- 
imal removal of bone. 
Current prostheses improve 


the appearance of the hands | 
but do not strengthen grip as | 


the new joint will. 


The charity, Action Research, | 


has given almost £147,000 for 


research on this and other pro- | 


jects to develop artificial joints. 


Director, Anne Luther, said | 
the first operation took place in | 
September: “It has taken a lot } 
of time and effort to get to this | 
stage but soon we shall know | 


how sucessful the operation is. 


“We hope that this new finger | 
joint will be as effective in| 
relieving pain and increasing | 
dexterity as the artificial hip | 
has been to millions of people.” | 


More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 


free no obligation home trial 
and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


OTIVE GROUP 


TLE UPON TYNE 


24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 
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Happy birthday DDA 


Caroline Gooding charts the first year of 
the Disability Discrimination Act 


As a trainer and consultant, I 
spent the whole of last year 
talking to people about the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) — local authorities, local 
advice networks, groups of dis- 
abled people, trade unionists, 


lawyers and businesses. 

Many larger firms, 
Government departments and 
local authorities have been 
reviewing employment 
practices, incorporating the 
new legal requirement to make 

reasonable adjustments for 
disabled applicants and 
employees. 

A lot more activity has taken 
place on the employment front 
than in relation to service 
provision. This might be because 

the most powerful element of 

the DDA — the obligation to 
remove institutional and 
environmental barriers by 
“reasonable adjustments” — is 
not yet in force. 

There are only an enlightened 
few, such as banks and 
supermarkets, who have heard 
of the Act and decided to do 
something about it. When I talk 
to disabled people, I get an 
entirely different view. 

At a recent DIAL 
(Disablement Information 
Advice Line) workshop, one 
adviser wryly commented that 
many clients contacting them 
had expected life to change for 
the better after 2 December 
1996, when the DDA came into 
force, but were puzzled and 
disappointed to see no visible 
improvements. Another visually 
impaired woman felt access to 
public transport had got worse. 

We talked about whether she 
could bring a case under the 
DDA but the woman did not 
want to engage in lengthy, 
confusing legal proceedings. This 
reflects many people’s experience 
of the DDA. The exclusions and 
complexity of the law has made 
it irrelevant to the problems 
many disabled people face. 

The absence of a Disability 
Rights Commission or legal aid 
to pay for legal representation 
is undoubtedly the main reason 


for the low number of cases 
brought under the DDA. About 
750 employment cases had 
been brought up to the end of 
August, which means we are 
likely to see a total of about 
1,200 cases brought in the first 
year. This is well short of the 
Government estimates of 3,000. 
Nevertheless, these numbers 
far exceed the paltry 39 cases 
brought against service 
providers over the same period. 
There are a number of 
explanations for why so few 
services cases have been 
brought. One must be that 
individuals have to pay £65 to 
take a case to county court, 
while there is no charge for 
industrial tribunals, which 
enforce employment provisions. 
We have no reported decisions 
on these services cases, but we 
are getting the first few 
decisions in the employment 
field and the picture is not 
particularly encouraging. 


‘The exclusions and 
complexity of the law 
has made the law 
irrelevant to many 
disabled people’ 


A number of cases have been 
struck out on the basis that the 
employers were excluded 
because they had less than 20 
employees. Others have failed 
because the applicant was not 
considered disabled enough for 
the DDA to give protection. 

One casein Manchester bears 
out the two biggest criticisms 
of the DDA — its narrow 
definition of disability and the 
absence of legal support for 
people claiming disability 
discrimination. 


End 


and physically disabled. 


flexibility. 


Home Counties. 


European Nursing 


Looking for a professional 
nursing agency to provide you 
with personal assistants or nurses? 


e We specialise in placing ‘live in' carers with the young 


e All our managers have had personal experience in 
their own homes and understand the need for 


e Based in St. Albans, we mainly cover London and the 


For more information call us on: 
St. Albans (01727) 850600 


Professional Care with The Personal Touch 
Licensed by the Local Authority and Department of Employment 


Unhappy: Disabled protestors at the launch of the DDA Brent Moore 


Ernest Hopkins’ employer 
admitted he had been dismissed 
from his job as an HGV fitter 
because of rheumatoid arthritis, 
but argued that he could not 
claim DDA protection because 
he was not disabled under the 
terms of the Act. 

The tribunal agreed that he 
was not “disabled enough” to 
claim under the DDA, as his 
condition did not have a 
“substantial” adverse effect on 
his ability to carry out normal 
day-to-day activities. However, 
had Mr Hopkins had the 
advantage of legal advice, he 
could have pointed out that 
because rheumatoid arthritis is 
“progressive”, he was in fact 
covered by the DDA. 

A handful of people have won 
cases and more have achieved 


Agency 


settlements, with employers 
caving in before a tribunal 
hearing is held. 

But what about the future, 
and the New Labour 
Government, swept into power 
with a manifesto commitment 
to comprehensive civil rights 


for disabled people? The initial 
signs were not hopeful but in 
October, Andrew Smith, the 
Secretary of State for 
Employment with responsibility 
for disability rights, announced 
that the Government would 
adopt a three pronged approach 
to moving forward on civil 
rights. Firstly, the duty under the 
DDA for service providers to 
make reasonable adjustments to 
their policies and premises 
would begin to be brought into 
force; secondly, a Disability 
Rights Commission, with 
enforcement powers, would be 
introduced and finally, a 
Ministerial Task Force would be 
set up to “drive forward” 
comprehensive civil rights. 

The absence of any timetable 
for any of these measures is not 
encouraging. Whoever is 
appointed to the Task Force, 
civil rights is too important to 
leave to a handful of 
individuals sitting in 
committee. We need to find 
new ways of engaging disabled 
people, and other affected 
parties in the debate, perhaps 
by adopting the Irish approach 
where public meetings are held 
by their Advisory Commission 
to allow for fuller discussion. 

I also suspect that the 
Government will need the full 
support of the disability 
movement, to ensure that rights 
for disabled people do not slip 
off the legislative agenda. 


“I believe all 
stairlifts should be as 
| good as a Stannah:’ 


I Please send me details of Stannah Stairlifts. 


Dept 867 
1 Are you enquiring for your household? [] Or relative living elsewhere? 1 


RAYMOND BAXTER 


‘It’s not hard to see why 
Stannah is the world’s most 
chosen stairlift. I certainly 
wouldn't ever recommend 
any other: 


@ Free home survey and 
fast delivery. 


Built for your stairs — 
straight or curved. 


10-year parts warranty. 
Nationwide 24-hour 
call-out, 365 days a year. 


British Standards approved. 


CALL FOR FREE ADVICE 


0800 715 124 


ext. 867 


& Or write to Stannah Stairlifts Dept 867, 
FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR 


Stannah 


Stairlifts 


Postcode Tel: 
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Roy calls the tune 


Rod Hermeston 
meets top social 
services director 
Roy Taylor 


Mature rocker Roy Taylor has 
a passion for the guitar. After a 
hard day’s work as director of 
community services at 
Kingston upon Thames Social 
Services, he often retires to the 
garden shed for a strum. 

Now he is calling the tune, as 
the newly elected president of 
the Association of Directors of 
Social Services (ADSS). 

A keen musician at university, 
he played in bands and toured 
the country, at one point 
backing the group Marmalade. 

Mr Taylor, 50, also enjoys 
cycling and came up with the 
idea for the annual ADSS charity 
bike ride . “Directors and others 
from the disability movement 
raise cash for local charities. 
We’ve had six now. In Kingston I 
raise cash for a local drugs unit. 
Over the years we have raised 
about a quarter of a million.” 

After studying social work at 
Brunel University and doing 
voluntary work with disabled 
people, Mr Taylor went into 
social services, where he has 
worked for 27 years. 

He became director at 
Kingston in 1989, just before 
the Government decided that 
the council’s direct payments 
scheme was unlawful. Spurred 


into action by this, Mr Taylor 
joined the ADSS Disabilities 
Committee, which he chaired 
for five years. He headed its 
push for direct payments. The 
law was changed in April this 
year and they are now legal. 

“T thought it would produce 
better value for money, but 
more importantly I had seen 
how liberating it could be for a 
disabled person to control their 


discrimination law. 


Legal Aid 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. We also 
specialise in accident claims, medical negligence, 
conveyancing, wills and criminal law. Legal aid work 
undertaken. Offices also in Birmingham and Camden. 


For free initial advice contact: 
DAVID LEVENE & CO. 


SOLICITORS 
@@ Ashley House 
& 7 235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 
| EE = London N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 
Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 


In charge: Mr Taylor wants to give power to the people 


own budget. It puts the power 
in the hands of the person who 
should have it. They will get 
the things that suit them at the 
time it suits them. 

“Direct payments are pretty 
much a jewel in the crown 
compared to most of the world.” 

Frances Hasler, of the 
National Centre for 
Independent Living, says: “He 
was turned onto the idea by 
disabled people in his locality 
and had the imagination to see 
that it was a good one. He has 
backed it to the hilt ever since.” 

Now Mr Taylor, who is 
married with children, intends 
to promote disability in his new 
position. The family has 
experience of disability. 

“In my year as president I will 
want it to feature strongly. That 


is not to say that in individual 
councils when it comes to cuts 
disability services won’t suffer — 
for instance to protect a 
frontline child abuse team. But 
the profile within ADSS is very 
high and I intend to keep it that 
way.” 

Disabled people have their 
part to play in this, he says. 

“We are getting an 
increasingly articulate and well 
resourced disability rights 
movement, able to put its case. 

“Consultation is the way 
forward. The right way is to 
pump prime local 
representative groups.” 

In general, he believes 
councils could work harder. 

“T want best practice in every 
authority on disability matters.” 


“Direct payments are 
pretty much a jewel in 
the crown compared to 
most of the world.” 


But he has become president 
at a time when social services 
face tough financial constraints 
and hard decisions. The House 
of Lords’ Gloucestershire 
ruling in March allows local 
authorities to take their 
resources into account when 
assessing someone’s needs. 
Charging practices and 
provision vary greatly while 
nationally social services 
departments made £250 
million in cuts this year. 

The ADSS has asked the 
Government to extend the 
terms of reference for its Royal 
Commission on long-term care 
to deal with this. 

“Td like to see standards that 
are clear throughout the 
country so that we can avoid 
justice by geography. So that 


wherever you live you know 
there are a certain set of rights 
and services that you ought to 
be able to expect. But as soon 
as you get into that you get into 
the formula for distributing the 
Government grant which 
produces different effects in 
different parts of the country.” 

He has welcomed Health 
Secretary Frank Dobson’s 
proposal for a General Social 
Care Council, similar to the 
Law Society. 

“We've been calling for this 
for some time. It could set up a 
register and issue standards of 
accountability and enable 
individuals to say that they are 
registered and can offer a 
certain standard of service.” 

He also welcomes the £300 
million announced to help 
health and social services to 
avoid a crisis this winter. 

However, social services only 
had one week to get bids in for 
the money which was to be 
handed out by the health 
service and Mr Taylor fears the 
money might not get to areas 
of social services which need it. 

“You may get acute and, 
community health providers 
meeting with health 
commissioners and 
marginalising social services. 
But Mr Dobson has pointed 
out that he wants to see 
evidence of joint working, so 
those health authorities just 
sending in bids for health are 
going to be wasting their time.” 

Recent Government actions 
have led to suspicions that it does 
not trust social services. There 
are also concerns it may overlook 
social services as it concentrates 
on health and education to 
tackle social exclusion. 

“There have been some 
situations that the Labour © 
Government has been unhappy 
with and has gone in to 
address, like Sefton. But Mr 
Dobson has said a higher 
priority will be given to social 
services. I hope we are not 
caught in a pincer movement 
between health and education.” 


The Simplantex. Weatherwear Kange 
/t was always the best - so we made it bett 


Simplantex Healthcare Limited, He 
St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex TN38 ONL. Telephone 01424 854566. Fax 01424 854577. 


The Wheelymac and the 
Scootermac. Two of the best 
sellers from our extensive 
range. So you could argue 
that there is no reason to 
change them. But our 
ongoing development 
programme means that we are 
always looking for the 
slightest improvements. It 
might be a slight change of 
stitching, or 10cm more 
fabric. You'd hardly notice. 
But to be continue to be the 
best, we need to maintain our 
advantage. 


brochure to see the full range. 


Write or phone our FREE Customer Helpline on 
0800 9800 150 for your copy of our latest 


althcare House, 3 Maunsell Road, Castleham Industrial Estate, 
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Motoring 1 


Martin Renouf kept 
on the straight and 
narrow — but he 
dreamed of more 


Give us the runaround, please 


Visiting the Motor Show in 
October took me back to my 
student days. I was pushed in 
my wheelchair by friends from 
Battersea to Earls Court. When 
I got there, they wouldn’t let me 
in because the wheelchair was 
considered a fire risk. 

Those days have thankfully 
gone, but after picking up my 
press pass I still had to get up a 
flight of steps. The chairlift was 
rather temperamental, so the 
friendly staff had to lift me past. 

Enter fantasy land, and where 
would you start if you had just 
won the Lottery? How about at 
Ferrari, now revelling in their 
recent Formula One acclaim? 

For half the money you could 
buy a BMW 540 Touring with a 
4.5 litre V8 engine and a five 
speed automatic gearbox. Not 
quite the same image but much 
more practical: the BMW estate 
version with lots of luggage 
space and a low load platform. 

I can’t count on the Lottery, so 
I hurried past the gleaming 
Rolls Royces. 

At the Seat stand I wanted to 
see the new, small, power- 
assisted steering, automatic 
Arosa. I could see it but not get 
into it because it was parked in 
a corner to give maximum 
room for the paella refreshments. 
Pleasure before work; must 
have more of this. Anyway, the 
Arosa is available through 
Motability, with a small deposit 
surcharge. 

I could get to Seat’s MPV, the 
Alhambra. An interesting size, 


smaller and cheaper than the 
Ford Galaxy but bigger than 
the Renault Megane Scenic. 
Optional swivel front seats may 
be useful for some disabled 
passengers or drivers. 

Speaking of small MPV 
vehicles, much fuss has been 
made about the new Mercedes 
A class, particularly its safety 
performance in a crash. Its 
stylish exterior and interior 
make good use of the available 
space. It will also have 
interesting engine and 
transmission options, 5-speed 
automatic and semi-automatic. 
But for me one thing lets it 
down: the height of the rear 
sill. It is some inches higher 
than the Renault Megane 
Scenic, so if this is important 
for loading wheelchairs, it is a 
non starter . 

In the Scenic, I found a 
folding wheelchair would fit 


below the rear parcel shelf in its 


lowest position, leaving lots of 
luggage space on top. With 
hardly a sill to speak of, the 
chair could slide under the 
shelf. Worth considering. 

Peugeot was showing the new 
306 Estate. A useful extension 
to the model range but with no 
automatic option at the moment. 

Citroen displayed a version of 
a “person carrier” based on 
their Berlingo van, with 
integral cab and van roof. This 
is one of few options in the 3- 
door estate market. 

Ford had no new models but 
showed the Fiesta automatic 


Renault Megane Scenic with wheelchair loaded below parcel shelf 


MARTIN RENOUF 


with the Techmobility hand 
control conversions. The 
mechanism is housed in the 
steering column cowling and 
provides comparable protection 
to the standard vehicle in a crash. 
The new Vauxhall Astra looks 
significantly different from 
previous models, more like its 
bigger brother the Vectra. With 
a fully-galvanised body, it will 
have a 12 year anti-perforation 
warranty when it goes on sale 
next year. It is very spacious 
with more shoulder room for 
front occupants and knee room 
for rear seat occupants. I was 
able to stow my wheelchair 
fairly easily inside the previous 
model, so I hope the improve- 
ments help loading and stowage 
and, once stowed, give enough 
space for people in the front. 
The Vauxhall stand was 
hosting a Corsa-based driving 


simulator for use by BSM, 
which uses the latest computer 
technology. Could they not be 
equipped with a range of 
interchangeable hand controls? 
A useful addition to the 
relatively simple simulators 
used by assessment centres to 
measure response times. 

Motability had a stand display- 
ing the information available 
on its Web site. I suppose this is 
a sign of things to come and 
one day it may be possible to 
use the Web for most of our 
dealings with Motability. 

The World of Vauxhall on a 
CD contained annual reports, 
video sequences, safety and 
environmental data, but not 
multimedia specification of 
their products. The floppy disk 
from Daewoo did. 

Access to the stands via ramps 
was good. Toyota and Seat 


From left to right: Vauxhall’s 
new Astra, Seat’s Alhambra 
Projekt Zwo, and the Seat 
optional swivel front seats 


made a feature of ramps to the 
centre of their stands. 

Some futuristic designs at the 
Show demonstrated the 
possibilities for small city 
runabouts. Why can’t we see a 
concept “accessibility” vehicle 
crammed with features that 
would suit elderly or disabled 
people in a city car, I wonder? 


STOP PRESS ¢ STOP PRESS ¢ STOP PRESS ¢ STOP PRESS 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE - 
DAIHATSU HIJET FREEDOM 


HiJet MPV £7865 


Deposit 


£7169.96 


Amount Borrowed 


Terms (Monthly) 5 Years 


65 x 4 monthly 
Payments of 


APR 


£138.40 


9.8% 


Interest Charges £1,826.04 


TOTAL PAYABLE £10,386.04 


YOU OWN THE VEHICLE AT THE 
END OF THE TERM 


8 


% APR 


Motability customers only, Subject to 
status, written quotations on request. 


LEEDS ROAD, 
HUDDERSFIELD 


01484 513917 


a NO-NONSENSE VEHICLES FROM JAPAN. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO 
ILIGY CUSTOMERS ONLY 


.0O 


DE P.O S tot 


2695 DAIHATSU FREEDOM HI-JET MPV 


@ 3 Years/60,000 mile warranty. 
i Can carry up to 4 passengers and one wheel chair. 
@ Includes rear entry ramp with electric winch. 
@ 2 sliding doors. 


Daihatsu give you Leet 
SEEM: 


ONLY 


40 


+ 


PER MONTH 
Paid by your Mobility Allowance 


RING FOR YOUR 
HOME DEMONSTRATION 


BROOK 
DAIHATSU | 


OPEN 7 DAYS. WEEKDAYS 9.00-6.00. SAT 9.00-5.00. SUN 10.00-4.00. 


DAIHATSU 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1 N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Students: nothing to fear 


I read with interest about the 
fears that some students with 
disabilities had expressed about 
the new loans based system of 
student support the Government 
is introducing (DN October). 

I would like to explain how 
groundless those fears are and 
how this Government is deter- 
mined that disability should not 
bar access to higher education. 

On 23 July, the independent 
Dearing Committee reported 
that the system of funding 
higher education needed to be 
changed to avoid continued 
cuts in standards and funding. 

The Government’s proposals 
will mean that from the 1998/99 
academic year, new entrants to 
higher education will be liable 
to make a contribution of up to 
£1,000 each year towards the 
costs of their tuition. At the 
same time, the current mixture 
of maintenance grants and 
loans will be phased out and 
replaced with a new loans- 
based system. 

The level of contribution 
towards tuition fees and the 
amount of maintenance loan to 
which an individual student is 
entitled will depend on the 
income of the student or his or 
her parents or spouse according 
to the student’s age and 
circumstances. Students with a 
gross family income of up to 
about £23,000 will be unlikely 
to pay anything at all towards 
their tuition costs and will 
receive a full maintenance loan; 
and about a third more will 
receive some support towards 
their fees. 

Students will not start to repay 
their maintenance loans until 
they have graduated and are 
earning enough to do so. The 
level of repayments will depend 
on individual graduates’ 
incomes, in contrast to the 


existing scheme which requires 
students to repay their loans in 
equal instalments over a fixed 
period. The first £10,000 of 
annual income will be disregarded 
in calculating repayments. 

At present, disabled students 
eligible for a mandatory award 
are also eligible for three supplem- 
entary allowances called 
Disabled Student Allowances 
(DSAs). In 1997/98 the allow- 
ances will pay up to £5,100 a 
year for a non-medical personal 
helper; up to £3,840 over the 
whole course for major items of 
specialist equipment; and a 
general allowance of up to 
£1,275 a year to cover any other 
costs relating to disability and 
study not covered by the others. 

These allowances are at 
present included with the main 
grant and are subject to means 
testing. From 1997/98, DSAs 
will no longer be means tested. 
They will continue to be paid — 
in full — in the form of a grant, 
so disabled students will not 
need to borrow more than their 
able bodied counterparts as a 
result of their disabilities. 

The Government is also giving 
serious consideration to the 
Dearing recommendations that 
eligibility for DSAs be extended 
to part-time students, post- 
graduate students and those 
people with disabilities who 
wish to acquire a second higher 
education qualification. 

Further details are given in a 
Government publication, 
Investing in the Future: 
Supporting Students in Higher 
Education. Call our free infor- 
mation line on 0800 731 9133 
or e-mail us at info@dfee.gov.uk. 
Andrew Smith 
Minister for Employment, 
Welfare to Work and Equal 
Opportunities, 

London SW1 
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By Dan Batten 


Gun law 
Disabled gun enthusiasts have 


been excluded from an immi- 
nent ban on the ownership of 
handguns after it was argued 
that target shooting was “ther- 
peutic” for wheelchair users. 
Could this begin a trend? “No, 
M’lud, I did not murder the 


DSS assessor; I merely enjoyed 
my therapy with his assis- 
tance.” 


Hammer that stammer 

A son cured his dad of his 
stammer via an accidental blow 
to the head with a broom 
handle. Rumours that the 
police special patrol group have 
offered to assist the NHS 
further with research into this 
variety of therapy remain 
unconfirmed. 


Limited 
capacity gets 
recognition 


DN’s coverage (November) of 
the Lord Chancellor’s announce- 
ment of a consultative paper to 
forward the Law Commission’s 
report on mental incapacity 
repeated the view expressed by 
The Times that the proposals 
are a charter for euthanasia. 

In doing this, DN missed an 
opportunity to welcome some- 
thing fundamental for many 
people with disabilities and has 
taken a very narrow perspective 
on proposed reforms which are 
likely to bring about new concepts 
on decision making for them. 

The principle for many of the 
proposals is that people may be 
able to understand the 
consequences of some decisions 
but not others, eg someone 
with learning disabilities may 
understand the consequences of 
marriage but not those of taking 
out an unsecured bank loan. 

The proposals say that if a 
person understands the 
consequences they should be 
able to make their own decision 
in that area. This means the 
concept of limited capacity is 
recognised. The proposals also 
accept there must be regular 
reviews as someone’s understand- 
ing in these areas may change. 
Ginny Jenkins 
Director, Action on Elder Abuse, 
London SW16 


POWINITING 
GONVERSIONS 


Student diary 


‘| fall into a 
whirlpool of 


loneliness...’ 
By Marigold Hope 


If you came to visit the universi- 
ty site this year, you might 
think that the third years had 
all dropped off the planet dur- 
ing the summer, or dropped out 
of university. No longer can 
they be seen milling around 
George Square in their multi- 
tudes. 

They are not, however, an 
extinct species. Some of them 
have gone to study abroad for a 
year. As for the rest, they are 
still there. If you look hard and 
are lucky, you may spot them in 
a quiet corner of the library, 
hidden away like moles under 
insurmountable piles of work. 
Because my friends and I have 
suddenly become focused and 
serious about our work, we 
attempt to do a 10am-6pm day, 
but even with a routine a guilty 
voice can plague you. You come 
home and chat to your flatmate 
and then a voice in your head 
(the guilt) starts: “I plan-ned to 
finish that reading by tonight; I 
should be doing it now”. 

This year, though, I am free of 
flat angst. I am really happy 
living with two of my close 
friends. It’s both relaxing and 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE CONVERSIONS 
FOR SINGLE WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER USE INCLUDE RENAULT EXTRA, 
FORD COURIER, NISSAN CARGO AND PEUGEOT EXPERT. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


COURIER 
FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. 
EST., SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE SP2 7NR. 
01722 336048 


loads of fun. Despite all the 
work, I am still seeing friends 
and going out. But we all have 
to make more of an effort 
because you don’t just bump 
into people anymore. 

My friends are all very 
supportive about my legs. 
Dealing with my disabilities 
feels like doing an extra A level | 
and it is hard finding the time 
and energy for it now. 

Part of the problem for me is | 
that my condition — unusual leg } 
deformities — makes it unclear 
as to how exactly they affect my 
mobility. For example, whether 
the stress it puts on my right | 
hip muscle, foot and lower back | 
is just painful-or painful and | 
damaging. | 

GPs have been of little help, | 
and finding a good specialist to | 
manage my case is easier said 
than done. 

Without answers and 
explanations, I often feel I fall 
into a whirlpool of loneliness, | 
confusion and physical pain. I 
rarely cry about it, pushing the | 
immense frustration and upset 
deep to the back of my mind. | 

I imagine these lonely i 
moments are shared by a lot of 
other disabled people. | 
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Anne Davies and 


Damien Vessey 
take a look at 
special gifts for 
Christmas 


Stuck for gift ideas this 
_ Christmas? Here’s a few ideas 
_ to help you before you hit the 
_ shops. 
_ If you are a keen gardener, the 
_ RNIB has a specially created 
_ perfumed rose called 


Perception, which was launched 


at this years’s Chelsea flower 
show. (See page 31, Special 
offers, for further details.) 

And if watching repeats on tv 
gets you down over Christmas, 
the charity has also produced 
34 audio-described videos. 
New releases include The Rock 


ind Santa Claus (above), Emma, 


ind Walt Disney’s The Rescuers. 
Its catalogue has plenty of 
zreat ideas for useful, practical 
dresents as well, tel: 0171-388 
1266 (ext 2296/2326/2331). 


The Tefal Revolutionary Avanti 


toaster (below) has a triangle, 
 coolwall design and flips two 
_ slices of toast out at you. 
£29.99, from Index, Currys, 
Alders, Argos or Dixons. 
There’s also the Haden 
- compact, cordless kettle. It is 
light, easy-to-use and comes in 
a range of bright colours, £20, 
tel: (01543) 676624. 
How about a set of four 
stainless steel hob covers to 
hide any food spills? They cost 


—_ 


£15.95 a set, from the Cotswold 


Company, tel: 0990-502 054. 
To work off your Christmas 

~ excess, get on your bike with 
the new Balance Trainers 
(above, centre). These 
stabilizers can be adjusted to 
four positions to make cycling 
safer for children and adults. 
£12.75 (plus £4.99 P&P) from 
Good Designs, tel: (01248) 
713624. 


Keep your relatives cosy with 
Scandinavian-style knotted 
slipper boots, which have slip- 
resistant soles. Sizes 3-8, £8.99 
from British Red Cross mail 
order, tel: (01283) 506109. 
Totes micro fleece gloves with 
non-slip grip at £12, and fleece 
neck scarf/wrap at £12 will 
keep you warm on cold winter 
nights. From House of Fraser 


The Christmas movie: Santa Claus 


WALT DISNEY 


and Debenhams, tel: (01277) 
630277. 

Good value, and available 
almost everywhere, are chenille 
gloves at £5, scarves at £10 and 
hats at £10. In red, blueberry, 
chocolate or black, from Tesco. 

For the kids, or adults with a 
sense of humour, fish-shaped 
hot water bottle covers and a 
floppy dog foot warmer (right) 
from Tesco will bring a smile to 
their face on Christmas 
morning. At £12, the fish come 
in bright red/blue stripes, or 
yellow with coloured flashes, 
and the dog is textured brown. 


The 


BWay ever to fearn 
to: balance. and ride a 


If you’re sorted for presents, 
how about some of these 
smaller gift ideas? 

Here are three from the 
Cotswold Company, tel: 0990 
552 054. Attach the Key Finder 
to your keys and never lose 
them again. Just whistle and it 
beeps and flashs its light, even 
from closed drawers. £5.95 (inc. 
batteries plus P&P). 

If you have trouble using keys, 
the Key Enlarger, at £6.99, is a 
plastic handle that slips onto 
your key and gives more 
leverage for turning. 

The Steering Wheel Spinner 
will help if you have trouble 
parking or reversing your car. It 
clips onto the steering wheel 
and the rotating ball makes light 
work of turning the wheel, £9.95. 


Scope also produces gifts that 
would be ideal for stockings, 
tel: 0181-680 1730. 

If you have trouble reading, 
especially at night, try their 
Pocket Magnifier and Torch. 
The magnifying glass has an in- 
built light — ideal for map 
reading, £4.50. Brighten any 
child’s Christmas day with the 
Butterworth bear or the Soft 
Touch bear (above) at £4.99 
and £7.99 respectively. 

If you fancy a bit of music on 
the go, Boots have two mini 
radios with earphones that will 
fit in the smallest of pockets. £8 
and £10 respectively, tel: (08450) 
70 80 90. 

Let Santa pamper you with 
handmade cosmetics from Lush. 
Massage bars, bath melts, soaps 
and more, tel: 0171-624 8311. 


The toys listed are suitable 
for children. But we 
recommend you check for 
age suitability before buying. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS © HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Ay 
Nikos 
aa - ps 


Put your feet up, 
unwind:and relax 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


yy CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


...the rest comes naturally 


Improve circulation 


high & low 
back pain 
hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send for a FREE 
colour brochure 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


besd 


DNi297 
DN SURVEY Plus the best Name(Title) 
A itti fortably in the skies? ; 
re you sitting comfortably in the skies news, Views, ak 
BENEFIT FROM THE SYSTEM (1) ab * 
The first in our series on benefits Joos an actress 
RICA REPORT offers. On sale 
A discerning look at tumble driers 23 December, Asetiinma 
. ‘7% FASHION 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 


ae 


j ri 5 , ; New Year — new look. How to revamp your image 
Two slices please: The Avanti _ 
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Learning Centre. The Bathtime 
Shower, £7.99, suctions to the 
bath side and has an easy 
pump action button. The 
Water Pump, £2.99, is clear 
with an easy-to-use handle. 
Create bubbles, whirlpools and 
waves with the Bathtime 
Bubble Beater (below), £4.99. 
Add the bubble bath and start 


. winding! Tel: 0990 352 352. 


Encourage the kids to burn 
off all their excess energy with 
the Adjustable Netball Goal 
from Toys for the Handicapped 
(TFH). The net can be very 


up. Made of 
stainless steel, 
they come gift 
boxed, £5.99. 
Tel: (01283) 
506109. 
Christmas Day 
is normally live- 
ly. Try making it 
loud as well 
with the RNIB’s 
Little Tikes’ 
Megaphone, 
£14.99. It has a 
pitch bender, 
volume limiter 


Christmas cuddles and bathtime bubbles 


Whilst gifts are for grown-ups, turn every child into Michael 
toys are most definitely for Fish. 
kids, and boy can they’be fun! Make bath-times fun with 
These colourful and cheery intriguing toys from the Early 
Bananas in Pyjamas (above) 
are made of soft material, are 
30cm tall and cost £6 from 
Tomy, tel: 0171-430 2276. 
Another soft toy available is 
Noah’s Ark (far right) which 
comes with 5 pairs of animals, 
Mr and Mrs Noah and a roof 
fastening. £26.95 from 
Brainwaves, tel: 0990 202 326. 
Soft toys can be educational 
too, such as My Alphabet Bag 
(above right), which has one 
padded animal or object for 
every letter (£26.95), or My 
Calendar and Weather wall 
hanging, (29.95) guaranteed to 


Flexibility 
in Motion 


THE uoflee COMPACT WHEELCHAIR 


The Euroflex Compact is an 
electric wheelchair which is ideally 
suited for both outside and inside use. 
Its rugged chassis construction allows 
it to travel even over rough ground 
with ease, while always maintaining 
four wheel ground contact for 
complete stability. It is also able to 
climb kerbs up to 7 cms (about 

3 inches). 

Front wheel drive makes it easy to 
manoeuvre the chair inside in 
confined spaces, and a powered seat 
height adjustment up to 22 cms 
allows the user access to areas which 
otherwise would be out of reach. 

The chair is operated from an arm 
rest remote control box with easy to manage touch control 
buttons. There is a choice of seats to suit individual needs 
with the option for a comfort seat with powered back _ 
recline and tilt, and footrest elevation. For full details of the 
Evroflex Compact wheelchair and available options and 
accessories call: FREEPHONE 0500 618008 
or complete the coupon and send it to: 
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low or up to 8ft high. It also 
has an attached ball (with 
bats) for a “swingball” game. 
£48.50 (plus vat), tel: (01299) 
827820. 

TFH also make boardgames 
suitable for the whole family to 
play, such as velcro solitaire/ 
chinese chequers (a reversible 
board) at £12.50, a giant 
snakes and ladders/ludo board 
at £19.50 and a large draughts 
set at £4.75. 

Keep children at the dining 
table for longer with help from 
the British Red Cross. Give 
them a personalised, ceramic 
breakfast set with the alphabet 
on, £14.99. Or give them a per- 
sonalised child’s cutlery set to 
make them feel really grown- 


i} 
) Name:..... 


and in-built sounds 
such as orangutang 
and siren. Tel: 
0171-388 1266 (ext 
2296). 

There’s also the 
| Little Tikes’ Tape 
| Recorder. Brightly 
| coloured, it has 
large buttons, a ! 
built-in micro- 
phone anda free- | 
standing micro- 
phone, £27.99. 

Make learning to 
tell the time fun 
with the motion 
clock from Tesco. 
It has a moving, 
skiing penguin and 
clouds, £10. 


We have listed toys that are | 
suitable for children. But we 
recommend you check for 

age suitability before buying. 


gam Bring ini 


wy Year wii 


Subscribe to DN today and} 
year’s supply* (16x24 cans 
“Coca-Cola”. Closing date 31 De 
I would like to subscribe anj 
the draw. 


I would like to subscribe bu 
want to enter the draw. | 


I would like to subscribe. If) 
prize to: (Please enter your details| 


| 


EI would like to give a gift su 
(Please enter your details opposite) 


(Their details) ! 


i 
! 


I 
\] 


*Terms & conditions: competition promoter is 
Coca-Cola Company. 


a i sl a es a * Coca-Cola’ & ‘Coke’ are registered trademark! 


Subscriptio! 
To subscribe, fill in this form and 1 
cheque (payable to Disability Now 
Crescent, London W1N 4EQ, or te 


| 
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sive turkey a miss Think of 


finds four unusual ideas for an alternative Christmas this year 


ally with a llama 
ternative to cuddling the dog 
in front of the TV this winter 
dling a llama on the 

ept Yorkshire moors. 

ie Wright and his wife, Ruth, 
much in love with these rela- 


placid, curious animals that 
ought four of them and have 


been running cross-country llama 
treks for four and a half years, first 
in Norfolk and now in North 
Yorkshire. 

Fellow llama lovers drive to the tiny 
village of Staintondale, near 
Scarborough, where they are intro- 
duced to the four willing trekkers, 


our good health 


are feeling particularly good 
yant to get away from all those 
tions, why not try a health 


are two with accessible bed- 
» Henlow Grange in 

dshire and Springs Hydro in 
ershire. 


gs is offering a two-night post- 
as package for £199.95 per per- 
ft a twin room (assistants get a SO 
nt discount). This includes a full- 


body massage, a facial or scalp 
massage, a sun bed or body sta- 
tistics analysis, and a half-hour 
manicure, tel: (01203) 690300. 


Jose, Miguel, Carlos and 


Pedro, who will lead you on 
three or four-hour trails all 
over the moors. 

The llamas carry your food 
and supplies for the day but are 
not strong enough to carry the 
weight of heavy humans and 
don’t like torrential rain. 

The treks vary from season to 
season with routes that take in 
both the moors and the coast- 
line. In December and January, 
treks include a stop off at a 
local pub for a Christmas 
meal. 

The cost ranges from £25- 
£29 per person, tel: (01723) 
871234 (See special offer p31) 


others... 


Crisis: a worthwhile Christmas 


Get away from it all 


Not everybody wants to, or can, 
entertain family and friends at 
Christmas. You might want to 
get away from it all and let 
someone else do the cooking, 
cleaning and so on. 

If that’s the case, why not 
book yourself into a hotel over 
the holiday? Many hotels now 


Charities like Crisis have vacan- 
cies for volunteers to help out 
over Christmas and the New 
Year with setting up shelters, 
running them and clearing up 
once it is all over. 

Working as a volunteer is not 
going to radically change the 
life of someone on the street but 
it does help to make what can 
be one of the loneliest times of 
the year a bearable and success- 
ful few days. 

Even if you don’t get a kick 
out of helping someone else, 
volunteering can be great fun: 
you meet lots of different peo- 
ple and learn to work as a team. 

Development manager for 
winter services at Crisis, Cathy 
Lee, says: “It is a very valuable 
and enjoyable Christmas, a real- 
ly good experience.” 

For more information and a 
volunteer pack, call Crisis, tel: 
0171-377 0489. 


pride themselves on being acces- 
sible, including the smaller, 
independent hotels such as the 
Clovelly in Salisbury (left), which 
emphasises personal service. 
There are many symbols 
denoting accessible accommo- 
dation, but if you want to be 
really sure check to see if it is 
registered with the English 
Tourist Board, tel: 0181-563 
3379 , or the Holiday Care 
Service, tel: (01293) 774535. 


NOW 


VAILABLE 
IN THE 
: + UK 
RECK MOTO-med 


CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION 

FOR THERAPEUTIC EXERCISING. 
SUITABLE FOR 

® multiple sclerosis 

® paralysis (paraplegia and tetraplegia) 

® spastic and rheumatic illnesses 

® blood circulation disorders (prophylaxis of thrombosis) 
®@ Parkinson's disease 

® muscular dystrophy 


Individual at home address -£16 (12 issues) 
£31 (24 issues) 
Professional/organisation -£25 (12 issues) 


£49 (24 issues) 


Overseas (airmail) -£30 (12 issues) [ i @ arthrosis 
»,? y a ® ‘stroke’ patients 
Those on means-tested FREE Ay y K-72 ® non-inflammatory illness of the peripheral nerves 


(please include proof of entitlement) 


Where did you read this copy of DN? 


® insufficient physical exercise 

® oedemas (accumulation of water in the tissue) 
® osteoporosis 

® stiffness of the joints 


CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION for REHABILITATION and THERAPY 


heme 240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER AND 
Address UPPER BODY THERAPY. 
UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE 
donated by The AND GENTLE PASSIVE MOTION. 
ea~Cola Company. Postcode Handset operates variable speeds and resistance to encourage progress. 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power 


Phone num ber Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients and used extensively 


rm Multiple copy rates: 2 copies £44, 3 copies £66, 4 copies £80, in Europe and Worldwide for Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy 

with a 5 copies £100, 6 copies £120, 7 copies £140, 8 copies £160, Jj For further details please contact: 

|, 12 Park 9 copies £180, 10-50 copies £200, 51-100 copies £225, MEDIMOTION Ltd, PENCADER, CARMS. S$A39 9AZ. 
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Which? Wine} G ‘ood 
Guide 1998 | Guide 1998 


in the 

Family, 

£16.99, 
Which? Wine Guide 1998, Chatto & 
£13.99, (above left) has over Windus, 
200 UK wine merchants and (right) 
gives an A-Z country listing chronicles 
of wine-producing areas, rec- the life of 
ommending producers and cellist 


Jacqueline Du Pré, who 
died of multiple sclerosis in 
1987. Her brother and sis- 
ter describe what it was 
like to live with a musical 


vintages. 

Which? Good Food Guide 
1998, £14.99, (above right) is 
the guide for eating out, 
reviewing 1,300 restaurants 


We choose some 
literary stocking 
fillers to inspire and 
entertain — win 
them on page 31 


describe their 
yacht race in 


Ginon & Schuster. 


Books yule love 


Beyond Bedlam, £7.95, Anvil, 
(below) features work by 
poets who have been through 
the mental health service, 
from William Blake to Sylvia 
Plath —a telling insight into 
mental distress. 


My World, £10.95, The 
Book Guild, (above left) is 
the autobiography of Gail 
Taylor. Branded “a cab- 
bage” as a child, she now 
speaks seven languages. 
Hearing Dog: The Story of 
Jenny and Conny, £16.99, 
Souvenir Press, (above 
right) is a tale of One cam- 
paigning woman and her 


throughout the UK. " sibling. trusty canine friend. 
ACTRESS JANE ASHER’S 
TURKEY, ALMOND AND 

CRANBERRY FLAN 
Sisto Try these recipes from Arthritis Care Gu Wa Lisp phi hsrete 


30z cheddar cheese, grated 
pinch of mustard powder 


4oz butter, melted Sieve the flour, 


water to mix, 1/20z butter add the cheese 
1 small onion, chopped and mustard 
100z cooked turkey, diced powder and 
loz flaked almonds mix. Add the 


melted butter 
z. and 1-2tbsp of 
water and bind together to 
form a soft dough. 

Mould the pastry into a 20cm 
(8in) loose bottom flan tin, 
prick the base and bake blind 


1oz cranberries 

1tbsp chopped parsley 
salt and pepper 

7fl oz tub créme fraiche 
two eggs, size 3 


Preheat the oven to 190°C. 


Superb Wheelchair 
Accessibility 


1-9 Turbo Diesel 
- Power Steering 


independent 
Suspension 


° Luxurious Interior 


For further details on this or any other of our range 


of wheelchair accessible vehicles contact The Lewis Reed G 
rou 
474 Woodchurch Road, Prenton, Birkenhead, Wirral, Merseyside L43 OSE 


(right) and British Diabetic Association 


for 15 minutes. 

Melt the remaining butter in a 
saucepan, add the onion and 
cook gently for 2-3 minutes. 
Add the turkey, almonds, 
cranberries, freshly chopped 
parsley and seasoning and mix. 
Beat together the créme fraiche 
and eggs and mix into turkey 
mixture. 

Pour into pastry case and 
cook for 35-40 minutes. 


Soz plain wholemeal flour: 
half tsp salt 


ltsp ground cinnamon 


|Lease a 


— 


A y ? available on 
es Motability 
nd Hire Purchase 


Rogistornd Chasity NO 


P (\ \")) 
Telephone: 0151 608 9933 Facsimile: 0151 608 9393 NA ore <y 


half tsp grated nutmeg 

80zZ raisins 

80z currants 

8oz sultanas 

4o0z glace cherries, rinsed, 
dried and quartered 

40z flaked almonds 

Soz polyunsaturated 
margarine 

20z soft brown sugar 

4 medium eggs, beaten 

3tbsp brandy 

1tsp bicarbonate of soda 

2tsp warm water 

2tbsp additional brandy 


Grease and line a 20cm (8in) 
round or 18cm (7in) square 
cake tin with a double thick- 
ness of greaseproof paper. Tie a 
double thickness of greaseproof 
paper around the outside. 

Sift together the flour, salt and 
spices, adding any bran 
remaining in the sieve to the 
bowl. Mix together the fruit 
and nuts. Cream the margarine 
and sugar together until pale 
and creamy. 

Gradually beat in the eggs, 
adding a tablespoon of flour 
with each egg. Fold in the 
remaining flour, fruit and 
brandy. Mix the bicarbonate of 
soda with the warm water and 
add to the mixture. 

Spoon the mixture into the 
prepared tin and level the 
surface. Make a slight dip in 
the centre with the back of a 
spoon. Place in a pre-heated 
oven at 150°C (300°F) Gas 
Mark 2 for approximately two 
and a half hours. 

Cool in the tin for 30 minutes. 
Turn out on to a wire rack, 
remove paper and allow to cool 
completely before decorating 


with nuts and dried fruit. 
Disabilitynow December 1997 | 


Arts 19 


Theatre 


Jo Harris is a 15- year-old girl 
from Shrewsbury who needs a 
heart lung transplant but is 
refused a place on transplant 
waiting lists because she has 
Down’s Syndrome. 

Inspired by her true story, 
Strathcona Theatre Company 
have devised Change of Heart, 
an imaginative new production 
which draws on Hans Christian 
Anderson’s The Snow Queen. 

The story of Greta, who needs 
a transplant, and her friend 
Karl, is interwoven with the 
fairy tale of a broken mirror 
that pierces people’s hearts and 
turns them into ice. The result 
is a mixture of fantasy and 
reality that plays with various 
meanings of “a change of heart”. 

At the heart of the play is the 
absurdity of the claim that 
Greta’s, or Jo’s, or any other 
15-year-old’s life is not worth 
extending. The portrayal of 
Greta as a teenager with 
attachments (to her family and 
friends, especially Karl) and 
worries (such as “I’m scared of 
the operation”) that anyone in 
her position would have, conveys 
the absurdity eloquently. 


Change of Heart 


Heart in the right place: Sheldon Antoine in Strathcona’s new show 


Her art competition win, and 
a dramatic scene when she 


HUGO GLENDINNING 


saves a life, seem more 
concerned with trying to show 


how exceptional she is, which 
surely isn’t the point. Then, 
again, perhaps they’re not so 
out of place in a fairy tale. 

There are times when the 
complex storyline detracts 
from the play’s central theme. 
The actors seem trapped inside 
it; their expressiveness 
sometimes dampened by an 
overload of text that’s hard to 
remember. 

For most of the play, however, 
the company’s use of 
movement, sound and light, 
and a highly innovative set keep 
the audience with them. A 
transparent screen, placed 
around Greta on her hospital 
bed while her father and 
doctors discuss her as if she 
weren’t there, is disturbing and 
very effective. And a 
choreographed winter play 
scene is light and fluid and a 
pleasure to watch. 

This is a play whose time has 
come. It raises awareness of an 
outrageous practice in this 
country which some of us 
might never have known about 
otherwise. 

Rachel Vaughan 


For tour dates culminating in 
London, 1-20 December, tel: 
0171-403 0316. 


Michael Turner 
Gt ae 


While Shooting 

_ Fish is a reason- 
ably amiable 
comedy caper 
which forms the 

latest instalment 
in the much 
touted revival of 
the British film industry, its por- 
trayal of disability is enough to 
make you scream, “Come back 
Arnie, all is forgiven.” 

It follows the adventures of 
two likely-lads, English and 
American, (Dan Futterman and 
Stuart Townsend), pulling off 
con jobs on unsuspecting busin- 
ess people and home-owners. 

Along the way they team up 
with Georgie (Kate Beckinsale) 
and the rather flimsy plot is 
about her struggle to save the 
“home” where her brother, 
Robin (Darren Renouff), who 
has learning difficulties, lives. 

The rest of the film is 
reminiscent of an updated 
Ealing comedy. People with 


Look out for 


The Royal Shakespeare 
Company has a signed perfor- 
mance of Hamlet, 10 January, 
and The Merry Wives of 
Windsor, 27 January. Half-price 
tickets for people with disabili- 
ties and escorts. Box office, 
Barbican Theatre, tel: 0171-638 
8891, 0171-382 7297 (minicom). 


learning difficulties are there 
purely for pathos, showing up 
the Futterman and Townsend 
characters as being really not so 
bad after all. 

While Robin is played by an 
actor with learning difficulties, 
as are the other residents of the 
“home”, he is virtually 
excluded from the plot and has 
no part in the climatic heist. To 
cap it all, the fraudulent- 
threesome are given a heroes 
welcome at stately home 
turned residential home where 
Robin and friends live. 

Shooting Fish is not meant to 
be taken seriously, but the 
assertion that people with 
learning difficulties are best off 
living in groups in stately 
retreats should not be accept- 
able in any genre. To portray 
people with learning difficulties 
as grateful for such segregation 
is simply inaccurate. 

While not wishing to see 
Lottery funders take on the role 
of thought police, they should 
be doing something to facilitate 
the involvement of disabled 
people in the arts to ensure that 
trite images like this are not 
funded in the future. 


The Belgrade Theatre, Coventry, 
has Panto Picnics (Cinderella) 
for visually or hearing-impaired 
children. Tactile set, pro- 
grammes in braille, large print 
or on cassette, and full signing. 
Box office, tel: (01203) 553055. 


Flagrant Nights presents Mat 
Fraser and others, Union Chapel, 
Studio Theatre, London, 5 Dec. 


Theatre 


D.A.R.E. 


Gangster: Dary Beeton 
GILLIAN WHISKER 


Since Sophocles had Oedipus 
poke out his own eyes, theatre 
has used disability as a metaphor 
for truths which are supposed to 
lie at the heart of drama: disabi- 
lity as punishment, evil, tragedy. 
To challenge the inadequate 
past, we need theatre in which 
complex truths about disabled 
people find expression. We need 
plays about disability, actors 
with impairment performing in 
all areas, writers who live with 
disability having their words 
spoken on stage, disabled people 
working in all the different jobs. 
I need to assert these views 
because the play D.A.R.E 
(Theatre Workshop, Edinburgh) 
does not fit the bill. The defence 
that it is well-intentioned or 
about an important issue (both 


are true) is insufficient. As a 
piece of drama it does not work. 

The story concerns four men 
with physical impairment who 
meet in their virtual universe. 
Across the Super Highway their 
frustrations and sense of 
injustice become distorted into 
a confused and dangerous creed 
which sees terrorism as a response 
to discrimination, exclusion and 
the threat from eugenics. 

The men meet, agree upon 
paramilitary direct action, 
liberate an “oppressed” woman, 
then fall out in an orgy of 
recrimination after the death in 
action of their fifth member. 

I could see the play was 
intended to be heavy with irony. 
But D.A.R.E. was not well 
enough written, acted or staged 
to allow anyone to suspend 
disbelief, consider the irony, 
learn from the satire or even 
laugh at the jokes. 

At times the portrayal of 
women bordered upon misogyny. 
I am sure this was never intended, 
but when five male actors (one 
on video) directed by a man 
stage a men-only play, the 
sexual politics has to be spot 
on. Ultimately the piece was too 
self-indulgent and introspective 
to carry its message convincingly. 

What little there was to 
commend D.A.R.E came at the 
beginning and end. The attempt 
to build a theatrical representation 
of cyberspace using multi- 
media techniques was clever. 
The concluding video “one- 
liners” from real activists were 
honest and effective. 

Dougie Herd 


Television 


Chris Davies 


When Channel 4 
announced that 
Sign On, for deaf 
people, was to 
be replaced by a 
series for deaf 
children, the 
response was 
predictably mixed. So what 
does the channel do? It runs a 
final series of Sign On and then 
in the very same slot, the week 
after, puts on the new show, The 
Vibe, (25 October). 

Yes, of course, deaf children 
have been neglected by 
television — and The Vibe does 
its job well — but now the needs 
of deaf adults are being ignored. 

ITV was very proud of their 
children’s series Sunny’s Ears. 
Aimed at bringing deaf 
awareness to a mainstream 
children’s audience, it stars a 
genuine hard of hearing girl. So 
far so good. But it loses touch 
with reality. For example, the 
central character is entirely 
verbally articulate and indepen- 
dent. Yet her mother uses sign 
language to communicate with 
her. It would seem this was the 
way the script wanted it, so 
they found a suitable child. 

The storyline involves Sunny 
being saved by a dog who she 
then wants to keep and train as 
a hearing dog. Given how many 
people are in the profession of 
hearing dogs, this is another 
instance of dramatic licence 


going too far. 

Over the Edge has finished but 
From the Edge (BBC2) has re- 
started. The standard of 
programmes from the BBC’s 
Disability Programmes Unit 
continues to improve. I was 
pleased to see that From the 
Edge is inviting more audience 
involvement, asking for their 
experiences. It now has a fact 
sheet as well as a web site. 

Talking of getting involved, let 
me know, again, what you think 
of BBC Children in Need. ’m 
involved with the national 
programme, checking the films 
about disability. Too often, 
though, we don’t see the films 
that are made in the region. 

Finally, the fourth full-scale 
documentary of Alison French 
(BBC2, Timewatch, 11 
November). The implication is 
that she’s an exceptional person 
— simply not true. There are 
many people, more impaired, 
who have done more for 
disabled people than make 
programmes about themselves. 
As an equality trainer, Alison 
presumably knows the disab- 
ility movement frowns on 
individuals used as examples of 
the general community and 
large amounts of medical detail. 
Please BBC, no more Alison. 
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‘We'll listen to problems — no one Is 
rejected as neurotic, like we were’ 


Helen Peters Is 
sure her children’s 
learning difficulties 
are genetic 


I have five children from the 
ages of 14 to 26. Two have 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), and the 
three others have Attention 
Deficit Disorder (ADD). I was 
also recently diagnosed with 
ADHD. 

My three older children have 
now left home, but the two 
youngest, Steven, 16, and 
Richard, 14, still live at home. 

Richard has ADHD, which 
means he is unpredictable 
without medication. He is 
unable to sit still, pay attention, 
or do as he is told for more 


than a few minutes at a time. 
He is impulsive, with little 
regard to the consequences or 
potential danger of his actions. 
He will throw things in temper, 
or start fighting and hitting out 
to get his own way. 

It is a soul-destroying life for 
anyone with ADHD. I have 
been lucky with my family and 
friends who have helped and 
supported me, but many others 
are not so fortunate and are 
treated as social outcasts. 

When Richard was five it was 
recommended that we attend a 
child psychologist clinic, which 
we duly did for seven years. By 
the age of 12 his behaviour had 
deteriorated and he was 
becoming more aggressive. His 
school could not cope with him 
and we were referred to a 
different psychologist. It wasn’t 
until I had spoken to him about 
ADHD that I was 100 per cent 
sure this was Richard’s 
problem. He was given a trial 
of the medication Ritalin and 
since then he has gone from 
strength to strength. 

It has taken 12 years for my 
son to say he loves me, but 
without medication Richard 
very quickly reverts back to his 
old behaviour, so we make sure 
he gets it on time. 


Steven has dyspraxia and 
ADD, which means he does not 
always display hyperactive 
behavioural problems — he is 
more inattentive. 

Steven slept 19 hours a day as 
a baby and as he got older he 
would play for hours on his 
own. When he started school, 
the teachers said he was very 
bright but that he walked 
around the classroom instead 
of working. 

He was the same at home. He 
would start to do something 


i 


Steven, (left) and Richard have both improved with Ritalin 


then forget what it was and 
start doing something else 
instead. 

Steven changed schools, but it 
was the same old story. He kept 
having detentions to catch up 
with work. At 14, the school 
thought he had learning 
problems, and as Steven was 
doing so poorly he went into 
the dyslexic unit for extra 
lessons. 

After reading about 
ADHD/ADD I realised that 
Steven had ADD and 
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dyspraxia. He is now taking 
Ritalin too and copes much 
better in school — he did well in 
his GCSEs. 

I started a support group with 
another mother, Christine 
Spice, last year because we were 
not getting any help and did 
not want other families or 
children to suffer like we had. 

The group now has 30 
members and we listen to 
problems and do not reject 
people as neurotic because we 
have been rejected in the same 
way ourselves. We also aim to 
make professionals and 
academics more aware of this 
condition and the problems 
parents and children face. 

I attended the world 
conference on the subject in 
San Antonio, USA, in October, 
where academics and parents 
discussed the causes of 
ADHD/ADD. It is believed that 
the conditions are associated 
with the chemicals dopamine 
and serotonin transporters in 
the brain. Genetics were also 
discussed, and I for one am 
convinced that it is a genetic 
disorder. 

I was amazed to learn that 
families in America also have to 
fight to get their children 
diagnosed. Mothers were also 
beside themselves with worry 
about where to get help. Not all 
children are on medication and 
some states will not 
acknowledge ADD or ADHD. 

One girl of about ten, who 
was very withdrawn, spoke of 
how other schoolchildren were 
given a bell to ring each time 
she misbehaved, which meant 
she was punished. 

In the past we have spoken for 
these children and about them, 
but not to them. So before I left 
I suggested that children 
themselves should talk at the 
conference next year. They 
must be allowed to speak so 
others can learn from them. 
These children are the key if 
people with ADHD/ADD are 
to have any chance of a future. 

My dream for the coming year 
would be to have enough 
money for some children in the 
UK to attend and speak at next 
year’s forum in New York so 
they too can be given hope. I 
hope that one day we will bring 
together all children so they 
can speak with one voice. 


Herts & District ADD/ADHD 
Support Group, tel: (01763) 
242782. 
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your own business, 
Lisa Hitchen finds 


Setting up on your own can 
seem a.daunting task, needing 
know-how, discipline, long 
hours and hard work. 40 per 
cent of small businesses go 
under in the first two years 
according to a survey by 
Barclays Bank in 1996. 

On the positive side, you are 
your own boss and self 
employment allows you to 


(7) Help is at hand 
if you want to set up 


Loans of luck: Spike Breakwell 


promote and develop your own 
ideas and work under more 
flexible conditions than might 
be possible with an employer. 

This is often important for 
people with disabilities 
because, in spite of the 
Disability Discrimination Act, 
accessible working conditions 
are still lacking in both large 
and small companies. 

There are a number of 
organisations which can offer 
information. The Disability 
Employment Advisor (DEA) at 
the job centre or the nearest 
Training and Enterprise 
Council (TEC) might be your 
first port of call. They will be 
able to tell you about local and 
Government support schemes. 

The Government’s New Deal 
for people aged 16-24 on 
Jobseekers Allowance, which 
begins next April (DN, 
November), will provide 
training and advice for people 
who want to set up their own 
business. People with 
disabilities will be eligible as 
soon as the New Deal begins. 

Before you set up a business, 
you will need a marketable skill 
or product. 

One organisation which can 


\ 


help is the Queen Elizabeth’s 
Training College in Surrey. It 
offers residential, business and 
technical courses for people 
with disabilities, including an 
11 week small business 
programme (SBP). 

Students can learn a new skill, 
such as information technology, 
then transfer to the SBP. 
Previous experience is not 
essential but potential recruits 
must have a business idea, 
marketable skills and the will 
to succeed. 

Linda Grant, 34, from Surrey, 
was a student on the SBP. She 
told DN: “I developed 
repetitive strain injury in 1992 
and was sacked, from my job 
six months later. I had quite a 
lot of acupuncture as part of 
my treatment and began 
training as an acupuncturist. 

“T was also very ill with 
chronic fatigue syndrome (ME) 
but completed my training. 
However, I did not feel 
confident to start up my own 
business. 

“The DEA at Kingston told 
me about the Queen Elizabeth’s 
course. It covers everything you 
need to know to get yourself up 


In touch: Guillermo Espejo 


and running. 

“By February this year, I had 
my own business with private 
patients. I also work in a health 
centre in Kent. I have much 
more job satisfaction now.” 

Business studies instructor, 
John Cuthbertson, said: “The _ 
course is about taking the 
person’s skill and letting them 
apply it in their own way and in 
their own time.” 


Where to get money 

If it is financial support that 
you are after, the Northern 
Development Company (NDC) 
might be able to help. 


Putting you in charge 
Queen Elizabeth’s Training College, tel: (01372) 842204. » 
Northern Development Company, tel: 0191-261 0026. — 

Blind Business Association, tel: 0181-427 3052. 

RNIB Self Employment Development Unit, tel: (01737) 768935. 
Prince’s Youth Business Trust, tel: 0171-543 7411. 
RADAR has a guide book on self employment, £1.50 (inc. 


p&p), tel: 0171-250 3222. 


Aztec and 4D Business Solutions of Wimbledon give free train- 
ing and advice on self employment to disabled people in the 
Kingston, Merton and Wandsworth areas of London, tel: 0181- 


944 1921. 


The Northern Pinetree Trust offers business counselling and 
training to disabled people in the North East who are already 
in business or wanting to start up, tel: 0191-492 0022. 


Do it yourself 


NDC has recently set up the 
Spirit of Enterprise Revolving 
Loan Fund, which offers 
disabled people who live in the 
north of England the 
opportunity to apply for a loan 
of up to £5,000 towards their 
own business. 

Loans can be used for any 
aspect of the business such as 
promotion or training and 
should be repaid over five years. 

Corporate affairs director of 
NDC, Phil Shakeshaft, said: 
“We will see what the demand 
is like, but in the future we 
would like to see this scheme 
operating nationally.” 

People with visual 
impairments can get advice and 
small grants from the Blind 
Business Association (BBA), a 
self help group which: 
encourages blind or visually 
impaired people to set up their 
own business if they have had 
difficulties getting work with 
an employer. 

All 108 members use their 
contacts in the business world 
to network for jobs for each 
other. 

The RNIB’s self employment 
development unit (SEDU) 
supplies information on 
funding, business training and 
support systems within the 
RNIB and elsewhere. 

Guillermo Espejo, 54, from 
Sutton, works from home, 
translating business documents 
from English to Spanish or vice 
versa, using a Braille display 
machine. 

He told DN: “One of the staff 
at the SEDU put together a list 
of potential clients for me 
because I had no idea how to 
sell my translation services. 

“Having made contact with 
several agencies, I then got in 


touch with the Employment 
Service and got help with 
buying equipment through 
Access to Work. Most of my 
clients don’t know that Iam 
blind., They just buy the service 
and I sell it.” 

The Prince’s Youth Business 
Trust’s (PYBT) Boost Project 
targets young disabled people 
who want to set up their own 
business. 

Spike Breakwell, 29, is a 
comic writer and performer 
from Bedfordshire who has 


muscular dystrophy. Spike 
approached the PYBT in 1992 
for financial help. 

He said: “PYBT loaned me 
the money to go through part 
of my apprenticeship as a stand 
up comic, to do free open spots 
at venues around London and 
live and get about. 

“Without that I would still be 
working in computers. Now I 
am writing sitcoms for radio 
and TY, acting, doing stand-up 
comedy every week and writing 
a book. I’m in vogue.” 


SCANDINAVIAN M@BILITY 
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The dream of 
ester 


anc 


Helen Gregory 
finds one northern 
town turning its 
ideas into action 


Manchester has one ambition: 
to become the most accessible 
city in Europe. 

The council is determined to 
make the city — one of the 
north’s most trendy and well- 
known, boasting a Chinatown 
and Gay and Lesbian Village — 
even more welcoming to 
tourists, as well as its residents. 
So how’s it doing so far? 


Getting there 

Manchester has the most 
motorways running into it in 
the country, so drivers are spoilt 
for choice — the M56, M62, 
M66, M61 and M6 all lead to 
the city. 

You can fly in, using the 
nearby airport, tel: 0161-489 
3000, and the airport railink 
runs to the central Piccadilly 
Railway Station all day and 
night, tel: (0345) 484950. 

Most trains go into Piccadilly 
or Victoria stations, tel: (0345) 


the city’s most famous attrac- 
tion where you can tour behind 
the tv screens and walk down 
Coronation Street. It is fully 
wheelchair accessible and the 
organisers reckon you need 
about five hours to see every- 
thing, tel: 0161-833 0880. 

The Museum of Science and 
Industry, tel: 0161-832 1830, is 
a more serious, but 
entertaining choice. 

The city’s university houses 
the Whitworth Art Gallery, 
with one of the most 
internationally famous 
collections of British 
watercolours and prints, tel: 
0161-275 7450. 


Shopping 

The main chain stores are con- 
centrated in and around 
Market Street and the Arndale 
Centre, where there is a 
Shopmobility, tel: 0161-839 
4060. King Street and St Ann’s 
Square have fashion stores and 
trendy bargain shops can be 
found in the Northern Quarter 
and in the Coliseum Centre. 


Entertainment 
Manchester claims to have 


plans to improve. The Royal 
Exchange Theatre, tel: 0161-833 
9833, can provide programmes 
in large print and braille (See 
special offers, page 31). 

The Nynex Arena, tel: 0161- 
930 8000, is particularly good 
for music concerts and the 
Bridgewater Hall, home to the 
Hallé Orchestra, tel: 0161-907 
9000, has six wheelchair spaces 
with adjoining spaces for 


Role model: the town hall has great access | MANCHESTER TOURIST BOARD 


stay, the four-star Ramada 
Hotel, tel: 0161-835 2555, has 
two wheelchair accessible 


On the cheaper side, the 
Hotel, tel: 0161- 


2277, has three wheelchair- 
accessible rooms and the city 
centre youth hostel has two four- 
bed dormitories which can take 
wheelchairs, tel: 0161-839 9960. 


Eating and drinking 
The continentally stylish Barga, 
tel: 0161-839 7099, is fully acces- 
sible, as is the more British and 
traditional Harry Ramsden’s 
fish and chip restaurant, tel: 
0161-832 9144, and the Italian 
Cocotoo, tel: 0161-237 5458. 
The trendy new Mash and Air 
has its own microbrewery, tel: 
0161- 661 6161, while the | 
Library Theatre Coffee Bar, tel: 
0161-234 1942, does snacks and 
has a licensed bar during 
performances. 


Getting around 

Orange badge holders get free 
parking in the city’s pay and dis- 
play car parks and there are a 
few reserved spaces in each 
multi-storey car park. But on- 
street parking is very limited, 
and the council is still dealing 
with the aftermath of last year’s 
IRA bomb. 

Few buses are accessible (try 
the Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport Executive 
for details, tel: 0161-228 7811), 
but Manchester residents can 
use the Ring and Ride services 
to book a journey, tel: 0171-273 
3131. The Metrolink tram 
system which runs through the 
city from Bury to Altrincham, 
tel: 0161-205 2000, is a traveller’s 
dream — with no barriers. 

All the city’s 600 black cabs 


881881. more theatres than any other carers/partners. must be accessible to 

provincial city — unfortunately, wheelchair users. Try Taxifone, 
Out and About few are totally accessible Accommodation tel: 0161-236 9974, and 
The Granada Studios Tour is although some venues have If you fancy splashing out on a The accessible Metrolink Mantax, tel: 0161-236 5133. 


College 
on course 


The University of Manchester, 
tel: 0161-275 2000, prides itself 
on being flexible and adapting 
to disabled students’ needs. 

About 2.5 per cent of the 
student population is disabled 
(487 people) and most 
wheelchair users stay in one of 
40 accessible rooms in the hall 
of residence. Janet Argust, 
special needs co-ordinator, says 
no one has been turned away. 
“We will adapt more rooms if 
we need to.” 

Ms Argust says the university is 
very accommodating when 
students have special 
requirements. “Access isn’t 
perfect, but all the main 
buildings are wheelchair 
accessible. If a student has a 
problem getting to a lecture, we 
will move it to a different room.” 

The university also has a 
reading machine for blind 
students and a team of 
community service volunteers 
who can assist students. 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
RYSRAVEL by Invatravel Conversions 


CONVLARSIONS 


Various options of wheelchair 
access available on this super new 
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° underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
° hydraulic lowering rear 
suspension with spring assisted 
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* manual ramps, etc 

Disabled driver options for full 
independence. 


Prices start from £17,425 on the road 
excluding all taxes from which 
disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid, 
tel: 01704 506608, Fax: 01704 906607. 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QSs. 
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THE VOLKSWAGEN 
CARAVELLE RANGE 


Disabilitynow December 1997 


Uity tocus ¢ Manchester 23 


Thelma 
Lorraine Gradwell of GMCDP 


Saying it 
louder 


Tomlinson and 


The Greater Manchester 
Coalition of Disabled People is 
one of the strongest and most 
vociferous groups of disabled 
people in the country. 

Aiming to promote the 
integration and independence 
of disabled people, it runs a 
Disability Action Training 
Project which claims to be the 
largest disability issues training 
agency in the North West, run 
by disabled people. 

The coalition also runs an 
information service, tel: 0161- 


~ 273 5155 on Monday, Tuesday 


and Wednesday, from 1.30- 
4.30pm. 

Young people are an 
important part of the group 
and get the chance to air their 
views at the Young Disabled 
People’s Forum, tel: 0161-273 
8141, which the coalition set up 
to assist disabled people 
between 15 and 25 to take more 
control over their lives. 

It organises role models to 
talk with the group, provides 
information and teaches 
independent living skills. 

Co-chair, Lorraine Gradwell, 
says the group has become 
more powerful since it was set 
up 13 years ago, with people 
consulting the coalition on 
planning and equal 
opportunities issues. 

She says: “We have been an 
influential organisation because 
we are very principled and 
consistent. We have earned 
credibility and respect and our 
training work extends that.” 

The coalition is now working 
on a review to decide where it 
should concentrate its energies 
in the future. 


As the city gears itself towards 
hosting the Commonwealth 
Games in 2002, the council, 
along with disability groups 
and private businesses, is work- 
ing to make the city the most 
accessible in Europe. 

Many shops around the city 
centre are already wheelchair 
accessible, all pedestrian 
crossings are tactile, and the 
town hall is a model of good 
practice. 

The council will not approve 
any public housing 
development unless it is 
accessible, and also insists that 
private housing companies 


make their 
buildings 
“visitable”. 
Access officer 
Neville 
Strowger has 
been 
instrumental 
Neville Strowger in improving 
conditions 
around the city, including 
persuading hotels to open their 
doors and improving the streets. 
He reckons there are now 11,000 
drop kerbs in the city. He says: 
“The IRA bomb last year was a 
godsend in a way as it meant 
developers have looked at 


access issues — it has meant a 
new start.” 

Councillor Martin Pagel is 
lead member on disabled 
people’s issues and is convinced 
that the city’s European 
ambition is achievable. 

The council also has cash set 
aside to create individual routes 
for Manchester residents, where 
personal needs are taken into 
account In moving pavement 
obstacles — trees, for example. 

It is also setting up a Disabled 
People’s Employment Centre to 
get more of the city’s 45,000 
disabled people into work. One 
of its aims will be to help 


City bids to be the best 


people set up in co-operatives. 
“As long as it works out a 
penny cheaper than keeping 
people in day care, then we are 
committed to it.” 

But Cllr Pagel says disabled 
people in the city do not make 
enough demands. 

“T want them to get angry and 
give mea 
hard time. If 
there are the 
resources, we 
take people’s 
aspirations 
and turn 
them into 
action plans.” 


al 
Martin Pagel 


An artistic coup 


Disabled people in Manchester 
could spearhead a new move- 
ment in the international arts 
world if the unique Disabled 
People’s Arts and Cultural 
Centre gets off the ground. 
The centre of excellence in 
drama and culture would host 
performances, conferences and 
classes as well as having 
accommodation. A business 
plan is now being drawn up. 
The council has already 
earmarked space for the site 
and says it is committed to the 
project which is being co- 
ordinated by the Full Circle 
Arts group. Administrator Ray 


Biggs says if all goes well the 
centre will be built in the 
millennium. 

“Tt will be massive — the only 
centre of its kind in the world. 
It will give disabled people 
much needed space as well as 
providing them with jobs.” 

The arts scene is already 
vibrant in Manchester, with 
groups including IndepenDance, 
a disability dance group, (seen 
left performing at Independence 
Day, the city’s first artistic 
celebration for disabled people 
in September), and the cabaret 
and drama group, New Breed 
Theatre. 


Good work 


Visually impaired people wanti- 
ng a career move can use a new 
careers service run by 
Henshaw’s Society for the Blind. 
Its Greater Manchester 
Regional Resource Centre gives 
computer training and advice 
on interviews, job applications 
and confidence building. 
Co-ordinator, John Perry, says 
there is a low percentage of 
visually impaired workers in 
the area. “Employers don’t 
realise their potential and this 
centre aims to change that.” 


Tel: 0161-872 1234. 


Supporters united 


~ Manchester United Football 


Club’s Disabled Supporters 
Association has so many 
requests for spaces it has to turn 
down dozens of fans each week. 

The club already has 70 
wheelchair spaces at Old 
Trafford, as well as spaces for 
carers and seven visiting 
supporters. It also has 20 
double seats for visually 
impaired fans, with a 


commentary facility. 

But the association now has 
600 members, and 250 of them 
want places each week. 

Secretary, Phil Downs, 
allocates the seats and says: 
“Obviously we would like 
more, but unlike other clubs 
which stick wheelchairs at the 
front in all weathers, United 
has incorporated our seats into 
the stands.” 


AA Mobility Assistance 


set 
TO OUR 
MEMBERS WE’RE 
THE 4TH 
EMERGENCY 


SERVICE 
wore” 


For details call in at any AA 
Shop or ring us FREE on 


0800 477499 


Peace of mind when you’re out and about 


A fast, reliable get you home recovery service designed especially 
for electric pavement scooters and electric wheelchairs 


mee ONY 


*Existing AA members 


24 Fun and games 


By DN's 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


SAGITARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
The full moon in your 
* opposite sign on the 
14th could goad you into 
action. Take the right course 
for your own development. You 
need to concentrate on activi- 
ties which give you personal 
insight as well as lending a 
hand to others. Make 
Christmas a meditative time. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
¥*& You are full of energy 
and raring to go in the 
first half of December. You’d 
better plan a quiet Christmas 
after all this activity. You might 
clinch a business deal or finally 
capture the passion you have 
been yearning for. Either way, 
you could be left reeling, so 


relax until the new year. 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
There is a possibility 
* that the misletoe was 
put up for you this Christmas. 
Venus and Mars are both active 
in your sign and both are dying 
for action. For available 
Aquarians this could be the 
time to catch some fish. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 
*& Inspired, as always, by 
Christmas cheer, you 
could find yourself trying to set 
up Opportunities for everyone, 
but if you’re not careful you 
could leave yourself out. Look 
after yourself this month and 
don’t let your tongue run away 
with you at the parties. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 
The month starts out 
* with tensions mounting 
between you and a colleague. 
Try not to worry or to buy into 
another’s problems. You should 
be free of the strife by mid- 
month and be able to enjoy the 
season of goodwill. 
TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
* You could be called 
upon to put in a lot of 
effort to make Christmas a suc- 
cess. There are likely to be some 
sparks flying around and you 
should try and make sure 
you’re not the one to light them. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
* The full moon hits your 
sign on the 14th and 
could cause trouble as you begin 
to wonder if you have your pri- 
orities right for the festive sea- 
soni This is probably not the 
best time to start examining 
self-doubts. Enjoy Christmas 


and leave self-examination to 
the New Year. 


regurgitations of A Christmas Penny Boot 
Disabilitynow December 1997 


CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
Arguments are likely in 
* the first half of 
December. There could be bat- 
tles between you and your part- 
ner about who should be 
responsible for what. You’d do 
yourself a favour if you decide 
what you are prepared to do and 


then face the situation calmly. 


LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 


Is it a spark of romance, 
a passionate fling or a 


fit of anger this Christmas? 
Anything is possible for impul- 
sive Leos, with Mars and Venus 
in opposition. Just enjoy a 
Christmas that promises to be 
anything but quiet. 


VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 


Ok Virgos, are you going 
to martyr yourself to 


friends and family for another 
Christmas, or will you break 


from tradition and do your 
own thing? If you decide to stay 
with the usual routine, try to 
spice things up by letting your- 
self get a bit of the action too. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

December begins by 
* promising all sorts of 
problems in affairs of the heart. 
Thankfully, these should begin 
to iron out before Christmas. 
You might even find that you 
find a solution to an old prob- 
lem that has been bugging you. 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

Sort out any argue- 

ments in the first half of 
December about where you will 
be spending Christmas, and 
then let yourself have a great 
time getting ready for the event. 
What you do might not suit 
everyone, but why not suit 
yourself for once? 


PICTURE PUZZLE 


See if you can recognise the following people who appeared in 


DN this year. Answers on page 


oy 
1) 


3) 


COACHWORK 
SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


Conversions for 1 to 4 


wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering 


Suspension. 
For advice & information on 


We specialise in wheelchair 
accessible conversions based on 
most popular makes. 
Conversions on new or good 
quality used base vehicles. 

Also a stock of used, refurbished 
van conversions & mini buses. 


conversion & motability contact 
David Vooght. Tel: 01626 853050. 


Fax: 01626 853083. 


DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 27 


ACROSS 

1. Note pays sail (anag) 

7. Of great athletic ability (7) 

8. Hairy part of the body (6) 

9. From a remote Indian 
country (7) 

11. Got share (anag) 

14. Words and music (4) 

15. Medicinal salve (8) 

16. Reject (5) 

17. Consume (3) 

18. Domestic pet (10) 


BATH SALTS AND BUDGIES 


Who buys bath salts these 
days? Or those strange 
crumbling blocks of mildly 
scented brick that are more 
tempting as a festive nibble 
than anything else. Maybe I’d 
be better off eating them than 
trying to use them in the 
shower. Yes — the shower. 

Which begs the question, why 
do relatives insist on buying me 
piles of the quaint little beggars 
for Christmas when I don’t 
even have a bath? I know 
exfoliation is all the rage, but 
there are limits on what a girl 
will rub over her skin... 

Pm not a spoilsport, truly. It’s 
not that my spiritual leanings 
aren’t Christian either (yes, that 
is connected to Christmas, 
people) — most religions 
celebrate “mid-winter” in some 
way or another. 

It should be remembered that 
before the Victorians brought 
along all that sentiment, 
Yuletide was as feisty and 
rollicking an excuse for a booze 
up as you can imagine. 

Did Charles Dickens intend 
Tiny Tim to be inflicted on us 
in quite the way that he is 
today? All those endless movie 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 

1. Artificial limb extension (10) 

2. Vegetarian cooking 
ingredient (4,4,4) 

3. Momentum (7) 

4. Absolutely not! (US) (2,3,2) 

5. Brass instrument (7) 

6. Dead language (5) 

10. Get seat (anag) 

12. Evaluation (7) 

13. Like it always is (2,4) 

15. Unrepeated (4) 


Carol, where he’s the poor little 
cripple who’s so bloody happy. 
I just want to slap his 
threadbare flap-cap. 

And Christmas shopping is 
hard enough without a family 
whinge on what to get Uncle 
Bill’s spoilt budgie, Polly. She is 
part of the family, nag, nag, nag. 

Yet I still can’t escape the 
dread of bath salts, although 
there is hope. Polly can have the 
bath salts; they look a bit like 
bird seed. She’d probably enjoy 
gnawing at a bath cube seeing 
as she’ll stick her beak into 
anything. One Christmas this 
included my wrist splint, which 
cheered me up as I sat glazed, 
looking at the pathetic carcass 
of her much bigger, but quickly 
devoured, brethren on the table. 

So I’m cynical. What do you 
expect when in boredom I may 
idly create a festive scene, 
effected origami style by four 
packs of naff handkerchiefs and 
two pairs of tan-tone tights? 

Oh, but there’s always that 
mistletoe thing to amuse me, 
even if tasty male tottie is thin 
on the ground when you need 
it. Yet do I really want to snog 
slobby Uncle Bill, or even Polly? 


ia era ne) 
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Hi I'm Joanne. 
If you re looking 
for transport 


ring me 
for information 
on Brotherwood conversions 
New and Secondhand vehicles 
Contract hire « Finance * Short term & long term hire 


Range of Conversions Passenger Headroom 
Volkswagen Sharan 54 § 50" 
2 FY Ee bested if) Ford Galax 5A" 659" 
. <F-} qn Standards y 
eS ld. eee Simple loadag Seat Alhambra 5" & 59" 
Wt rail Nissan Serena 54 


Nissan Cargo ‘60’ 60" 
Volkswagen Caravelle ‘Tall Boy 59’ 


“In an ideal conversion 

the wheelchair passenger 
travels secured in the 
correct position as one 
of the family group.” 


Look no further than a Brotherwood Conversion 


AVUST ORM OF Bei Ee igieay: ESM ED 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP ¢ Telephone: 01935 872603 ¢ Fax: 01935 872853 


DisabilityNow month 1997 


o . 


-o Share your problems 


I’m home sick 
| am disabled and long-term 
sick. | am writing to enquire if 
you know of any organisation 
that gives grants to people like 
me who cannot do their own 
house decorating? 

Kirsty, Edinburgh 


There are no easy answers. 
However, there is an organisa- 
tion called Care and Repair, a 
co-ordinating body for 250 
home improvement agencies. 
While these agencies do not 
provide grants, they will give 
advice on those which may be 
available to you and will help 
people who are disabled, 
elderly, or on a low income, 
through the entire process of 
decision making and the actual 
work. They will also handle 
applications and paperwork on 
behalf of disabled clients and 
will check that work is up to 
standard. Contact them to find 
details of your nearest agency. 


I need a lift 

| have a problem transferring 
from wheelchair to bed and 
vice versa. | have always used 
what some people call a ham- 
mock lift because | cannot use 


SUPPLIERS TO NHS 
SOCIAL SERVICES 5 
MAJOR UK CHARITIES, 


a hoist or sliding board as 
these cause injury to my shoul- 
ders. 
| have made numerous 

enquiries through occupational 
therapists, physiotherapists, 
and nursing staff, but to no 
avail. | am sure | am not the 
only disabled person to come 
across this problem and | would 
like to hear from anybody who 
has similar difficulties. 

Lezlee, Lancashire 


I am sorry to hear you have had 
such difficulties in tracking 
down suitable equipment. I 
suggest you contact the 
Disabled Living Foundation 
which now has a helpline. 


Spring in my step 
British Summer Time has 
ended. Do any other readers 
agree with me that it would be 
better if it never began, or it 
began later? 

In the Spring, we put our 
clocks forward. While some 
may gain by this, | think it has 
serious disadvantages if you 
are in poor health and/or 
elderly. | normally rise at 8am 
but because the ‘real time’ is 
7am, it is so much colder. | feel 


Independence and 
Comfort at the Touch 
of a Button! 


Working closely with various voluntary organisations 
we are committed to offering the very best 
to people with individual requirements. 


ov Optional Height Adjustment 
Y Free Mainland Delivery 


v4 Optional 10 point Massaging System 


- BaKare Beds Limited, 
Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH 


FAX 01752 341190 


now on OL752 34222) seit 


e love and loneliness 
e bereavement 
° personal problems 


e advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


the cold extremely and this 
leads to extra heating costs. 
Arthur, Devon 


Thank you for your letter. 
Unfortunately, this is a real 
swings and roundabouts issue. 
The problem is that people 
have different preferences for 
hours of darkness and daylight 
and it must be difficult, if not 
impossible, to please everyone. 
Nevertheless, it would be useful 
to have other readers’ views. 


Orgasm eludes her 


My wife is disabled, but we still 
have sex regularly. However, 
she has never had an orgasm. 
Is she frigid or am | doing 
something wrong? 

Fred, Wigan 


Disability is usually no bar to 
having sex regularly. You are 
probably not doing anything 
wrong. It is more likely that it 
is what you are not doing that 
is causing the block. 

We females like to have some 
interesting warming up and 
foreplay. Taking the trouble to 
set the scene imaginatively can 
work wonders, as well as being 
fun. 


ON-THE-ROAD PRICES FROM:- 


(4H Umteroility 


1ST CHOICE FOR PRICE & QUALITY 


ALL VEHICLES INCLUDE WINDOWS & FULL INTERIOR TRIM PLUS 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS BY FOLD OUT RAMP. ADDITIONAL REAR 
SEATING FITTED TO CUSTOMERS CHOICE. OPTIONAL WINCHES. 

POWERED LIFTS ETC 


MERCEDES VITO = £15065-00 RENAULT TRAFIC = £12622-00 
PEUGEOT EXPERT = £12965-00 FORD TRANSIT = £13592-00 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS FOR 
VITO & TRANSIT. 


FOR FULL DETAILS OR A DEMONSTRATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


RON OR BOB 

INTERBILITY LTD UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK 
STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 

TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 


428314, ; 
Disabilitynwow December 1997 | 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and fully [ 
accredited Methodist local preacher. Talk to her — 
on (01787) 882111 on Thursday afternoons, 


1pm-5pm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


Cook her a nice meal, turn 
the lights down low and put on 
her favourite music. Above all, 
you need to make a big fuss of 
your wife’s clitoris after you’ve 
caressed everywhere else. It 
may take time if you’ve 
neglected this wonderful 
pleasure zone, but it’s where 
her climaxes are lurking. There 
are some good books to guide 
men (and women too) in sexual 
exploration. It can be fun to ~ 
read these together. Oh, and by 
the way, let’s ban that dreadful 
word frigid. 


Danish can be cruel 


You may be surprised to 
receive a letter from a disabled 
reader in Denmark describing 
serious prejudice in a country 
which is regarded as a radiant 
example of how a liberal 
democracy should treat every- 
One in society. 

As a disabled foreigner, 
married to a Danish woman, | 
have been told “You should not 
think you are anybody here in 
Denmark. As far as your rights 
are concerned, these have 
nothing to do with me. | did not 
vote for the Common Market. | 
don’t accept that foreigners 


have any rights in Denmark. 
They, including you, should all 
go home.” 

| assure you this attitude is 
not at all uncommon and | have 
been told many more scare 
Stories about others who have 
suffered in this way. | get no 
help or consideration here and | 
am not even allowed to drive 
my car despite having an 
appropriate licence for driving 
in European countries. 

| don’t write this to say that we 
Brits have got it right in the UK — 
we Clearly haven’t — but simply 
to point out things are not as 
wonderful as they are painted 
on the other side of the water. 

David, Denmark 


Iam shocked at the descrip- 
tions of your life in Denmark 
which you tell me is so serious- 
ly damaged by prejudice and 
bureaucracy. 

I would be interested to hear 
from other readers about their 
experiences (good or bad) of 
living with a disability in 
another European country. 
After all, I know that DN is 
read far and wide. 


A reader asked me a few 
months ago whether she was 
the only person with hereditary 
multiple exostoses and, if not, 
how she could get in touch 
with others having the 
condition. 

A support group has been 
formed. Contact Christopher 
Clarke, 6 Durham Road, 
Edmonton, London N9 9ED, 
tel: 0181-245 0314; and Dawn 
Searle, 60 Stevenage Road, 
Walkern, Hertfordshire SG2 
7NE, tel: (01438) 861473. 


Disabled Living Foundation, 
380-4 Harrow Road, London 
W9 2HU, tel: 0870 603 9177, 
0870 603 9176 (Minicom) 
Monday to Friday, 10am to 
4pm. 

Care and Repair, Scotland: 553 
Shields Road, Glasgow G41 
2RW, tel: 01410-422 1112; 
England: Castle House, Kirtley 
Drive, Nottingham NG7 1LD, 
tel: 0115-979 9091; Wales: 
Norbury House, Norbury 
Road, Cardiff CF5 3AS, tel: 
(01222) 576286; Northern 
Ireland: Staying Put, Fold 
Housing Trust, 3-6 Redburn 
Square, Holywood, County 
Down BT18 9HZ, tel: (01232) 
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me A look back over 1997 


I am a student researching ser- 
vices for parents who have 
physical and/or learning dis- 
abilities. I’'d like to hear from 
carers of parents who are dis- 
abled and disabled groups. Can 
anyone direct me to associated 
literature? [’ll reimburse postage. 
Andrea Mitchell-Connon, 19 
Countess Avenue, Whitley Bay, 


_ Tyne & Wear NE26 3PN. 


I am a deaf physiotherapy stu- 
dent undertaking a project on 
the experiences of physiothera- 
pists who are deaf or blind, the 
difficulties they face and their 
strategies to overcome them. 
Can you help with my ques- 
tionnaire? Large print and 
braille available. Katie Hardman, 
44/1 Coales Hall, Bishops Rise, 
Hatfield, Herts AL10 9BT. 


Rollers, the arts theatre group 
are looking for new members. 
We are made up of disabled 
and non-disabled artists and 
use drama, music and poetry in 
performances. A tour is due in 


- spring 1998 and there’s a new 


show to premier in December. 
Tel: (01543) 468177, e-mail: 
roll@dworld.force9.co.uk. 


Can anyone help a disabled 
man stuck with a prohibitive 
mortgage? I want to build a 
purpose-built bungalow and 
need someone to provide short- 
term loan/mortgage. Possibly 
build two, and loan provider 
keeps/sells one as repayment. If 
you can help call Marcus, tel: 
(01484) 642038. 


Snowdon award holders, can 
you help? Have you received 
information about an impor- 
tant research project? High- 
lighting financial obstacles of 
disabled people in higher/fur- 
ther education, it’s aimed at 
government, colleges and 
organisations. We would like 
your opinions. Emma Stone or 
Colin Barnes, tel: 0113-2334424. 


Video top five 


1. DONNIE BRASCO (E.V.): FBI 
agent infiltrating the Mafia. (N) 
2. SPACE JAM (Warner): 

Bugs Bunny plays basket- 
ball. 

3. FEVER PITCH (FILM 4): 
Film of Nick Hornby’s 


football-mad novel. 
4. THE SAINT (CIC): 

Based on the 60’s tv series. 
5. ROMEO AND JULIET (Fox 


Pathe): Shakespeare with (| 
hard-hitting 90’s edge. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 

Closed captions- video includes 

[e] pre-recorded word-for- 
word captions 

(N) No captions 


| debate. Criticism 
of special schools. 
Spotlight on cp 


Features: Care for 
elderly/disabled people 
investigation. Holidays to Italy 
and Siberia. 


poverty amongst 
| disabled people. 

a] Incapacity benefit 
_!@8| under spotlight. 
Features: Andrew Healey 
discusses self-employment. 
Which?/Rica report on washing 
machines. Europe by train. 


g| carers win legal 
; battles. 
_| Wheelchair 


'| voucher scheme 


lammen 

Features: Election special. 
Parent’s voice calling for 
Ministry for Disabled People. 


lords care tlew| News: Gloucester 
ga| County Council 
wins appeal. 

_| Government 


crisis. Problems with direct 
payments for community care. 
Features: Interview with 
Chris Moon. Ideal Home 
Exhibition. Gardening special. 


News: Housing 
laws make 


a1| Pensioners paying 
ie care. Fears of medical 
testing on disabled people. 
Features: Independent Living 
Design Awards. Employment 
options for school leavers. 


==) June 

-| News: 
Thalidomide 

;| shock discovery. 


#8 | of disability 
increasingly out of focus. 
Features: Incontinence special 


feature. Couple talk about 
adoption. Summer fashion. 


DisabilityNow July 

=| News: 

| Government 
tracking down 

y DLA fraudsters. 


changes to Access to Work. 
Features: Get a foot in the job 
market door. Mobility 
Roadshow preview. 


| employment case 
win under DDA. 
s<| Cannabis campaign 
#8) launched. 
Government U-turn on housing 
benefit cuts. 

Features: Profile of Andrew 
Smith. City focus on Brighton. 


September 
ome, dear home] News: The 

=A variable cost of 
being disabled. 
Motability sets up 
customer charter. 
Radio 4 programming shake-up. 


Features: Disability in 
Prague. Direct payments give 
independence. School fashion. 


Diana tribute. 
Welsh and Scots 
say yes to devolution. 
a Cannabis debate 
continues. 40 years of Phab. 
Features: Final part of pain 
series. My favourite walk. Gulf 
farm employing men with 
learning difficulties. 


ee aca November 

= ti News: 

‘ Seq Government 
presses for full 

sj civil rights. 

| Ea Increasing gap in 
wealth of elderly. Disabled 
woman banned from adopting. 
Features: A “yes” vote for 
DN’s cannabis survey. Party 
conference coverage. 


Back issues cost £1. Send an 
A4 SAE to DN (address on 
page 2), stating the issue. If 
it’s no longer available we 
will send a photocopy. 


FIAT FIORINO, N REG. 1.7 diesel, metallic 
blue, only 3,500 miles. Rear ramp access 
for wheelchair. Seats 4 people plus one 
wheelchair, £9,500 ono. Tel: 0181-995 
5229 (after 5.00pm, west London). 


LARK 4 ELECTRIC scooter. Used twice, 
still under guarantee. Battery charger, 
lights etc. Cost £2,400, accept £1,750 
ono. Tel: 0181-311 1917. 


SILVER LEADER 4 scooter. One year old, 
excellent condition. Includes baskets and 
charger. Cost £2,650, accept £1,500. Tel: 
(01784) 252885 (Ashford, Middx). 


TALBOT EXPRESS TAIL lift van. 
Accommodates 3 wheelchairs plus 3 seat- 
ed passengers. Good views from the 
inside. Very good condition. 5 years old, 
45,000 miles approx. £5,000 ono. James 
Elliott, tel: (01922) 494165. 


SUNRISE MEDICAL POWERTEC 40 electric 
chair. New July 96. Kerbclimb dual con- 
trol. 18in seat width, battery charger. 
£2,500 ono. Tel: (01909) 773606. 


CHILD’S ADAPTED 3-WHEEL bike. Suit 
child with cp aged 5-10. Pedal straps, leg 
supports, trunk support, hip and chest 
straps. Easy peddling, guide handle. £300 
ono. Tel: 0161-336 7914. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Passionately 
7. Olympic 8. Armpit 
9. Tibetan 11. Shortage 
14. Song 15. Ointment 
16. Spurn 17. Eat 
'18.Budgerigar 
DOWN: 1. Prosthesis _ 
2. Soya bean curd 3. Impetus — 
4. No can do 5. Trumpet 
6. Latin 10. Gestate g 
‘2 Rating | 13. As ever 15. Once 


PICTURE ANSWERS 
_ 1. James Strachan 2. Andrew — 
Smith 3. David Blunkett 
_ 4, Marigold Hope 5. Chris 
Moon 6. Paul Boteng _ 


ELAP ROTATING PASSENGER seat. Hardly 
used, fits Lada or Polski Fiat. Cost £430, 
will accept £200 ono. Barbara, tel: 0151-525 
1008 or 0151-523 2156 (both evenings). 


WHEELCHAIR TRANSPORT CAR. Easy 
access and economical motoring. For dri- 
ver, two passengers and one wheelchair 
and passenger. K reg Seat Terra, 900cc, 
only 14,000 miles. Super condition, 
£4,250. Tel: (01425) 275385. 


LARK ROYALE CLASSIC electric wheel- 
chair. Indoor/outdoor. New April ’96, 
one owner, little usage. Kerb climber, 
folds easily, battery charger, joystick con- 
trol, £1,295. Tel: (01620) 894331. 


FIAT DUCATO MOTORHOME. G reg, 28,000 
miles. 4-berth adapted for wheelchair. 
Extras include 240v hook-up blown air 
heating and safari awning. £13,000 ono. 
Tel: 0161-764 2992 or (0468) 705258 
(Greater Manchester). 


CHILD TOW TRIKE, bucket seat tricycle, 
fixed pedals, push/pull bar. Suit 1-5 year 
old. £100. Tel: (01923) 232148. 


VESSA ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. Excellent 
condition, new batteries, serviced, £850. 
Tel: 0181-773 1895 (Surrey). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE G REG. Converted to 
take wheelchair. Low mileage, vgc 
£9,500. Tel: (01945) 880586 (Norfolk). 


CHAIRMAN METRO 1.3, auto, red, H reg. 
20,000 miles, regularly serviced, £4,950 
ono. Tel: 0171-586 0553 (NW London). 


GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN C REG, ’86 new 
engine, £2,000. Tel: 0181-204 3293 
(evenings only). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR WITH kerb 
climbers, £300. Tel: 0181-500 4020. 


VERSA TRAINER FOR sale, as new, £1,500. 
Tel: 0171-731 0413. 


LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIR SUNTEC SL. 
Fully collapsable for travelling. Seat 
16x16.5in. Good condition plus acces- 
sories, £230 ono. Tel: (01628) 622848. 


ABLETECH HYDRAULIC BATHLIFT as new 
condition. Adjusts for weights 6 to 16 
stones (40-100K). Only £260. Tel: 
(01235) 529633. 


RENAULT EXTRA FREEDOM Atlas conver- 
sion. Five seater and wheelchair. 
Suspension lowered electrically. Short 
automatic ramp. Registered March 1991, 
white, 11,700 miles, £4,500. Photos avail- 
able. Tel: 0151-644 8311 (Merseyside, 
Wirral). 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN, bought 1989. 
Professional conversion by Gowrings. 
Wheelchair access at rear, securing sys- 
tem. 33,000 miles, MOT, good working 
order, £4,950. Tel: (01962) 776700 
(evenings) (0468) 455434 (day). 


FOUR-WHEEL BATRICAR for sale. As new, 
virtually never used. Complete with full 
weather canopy, lights, indicators, mir- 
rors, spare wheel and charger, £795. Tel: 
(01702) 559939 (anytime). 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE SEAT Terra 
van, specialised conversion. Very good 
condition, F reg, 42,000 miles, £2,500. 
Tel: (01274) 419489. 


RENAULT ESPACE J REG. 60,000 miles, fit- 
ted ramp and clamps to rear. 5 seats (3 
removeable) plus wheelchair space, 46in 


headroom. £8,000. Tel: (01625) 829985. 


STERLING 3 ELECTRIC scoota for sale. Full 
lighting, indicators, front basket, new 
base, luxury cab seat. Suitable for local 
shopping and rough terrain, range 15-20 
miles, £1,500. Tel: (01367) 244703 (Oxon). 


BROWN DRAYLON ELECTRIC reclining 
chair with touch control. Goes from 
recline to stand. £1,500 new, will accept 
£900. Tel: (01355) 237616. 


TRAVELARK 3-WHEEL SCOOTER. Red vinyl 
covered. Dismantles to fit car boot. Vgc, 
£500. Tel: (01939) 200282. 


FORD ESCORT ELITE. 1996, N reg, 
diesel. Wheelchair carrier plus four 
seater. Conversion by Gowerings, with 
hydraulic rear entrance platform. 
Maroon in colour and in immaculate 
condition with low mileage. This is an 
‘as new’ vehicle with genuine reason for 
sale by lady owner. £1,350 ono. Tel: 
(01454) 862864. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat. Fits Citréen 
BX, £125. Also new easy chair-riser, 
£100. Adjustamatic single bed, £450, 
used once due to bereavment. Bath 


bubble, lowers and raises you out of 
a bath, £150. Tel: (01706) 814951 
or (01706) 665935. 


FIAT FIORINO N REG (1996). 1700 diesel 
engine, 16,000 miles. Rear ramped 
access, four point wheelchair tie down, 
safety belt, two front facing rear seats. 
Excellent condition, £7,500. Tel: (01622) 
686375. 


RESTAMATIC BED FOR sale. Adjustable 
and vibrates, £900 ono. Lift and rise 
chair, electric and reclining, £650 ono. 
Both almost new. Tel: 0151-653 5320 
(Sherborne). 


GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN ESCORT, H reg, 
52,000 miles, drop back, £5,000 ono. 
Tel: (01625) 878644 (Macclesfield). 


FIAT FIORINO, N REG. 1.7 diesel, metallic 
blue, only 3,500 miles. Rear ramp access 
for wheelchair. Seats 4 people plus one 
wheelchair, £9,500 ono. Tel: 0181-995 
5229 (after Spm, west London). 


LARK 4302 POWERCHAIR. Excellent con- 
dition but needs new batteries. For quick 
sale only £150. Tel: (01727) 862462 (St 
Albans, Herts). 


POYNTINGS RENAULT EXTRA. 1.4 petrol, 
G reg. Ramp access, bench rear seat. 
Cassette radio. Superb forward visability 
for wheelchair passenger. £4,500 or offers. 
Tel: (01703) 253998 (Southampton). 


SUNRISE MEDICAL F40 powerchair. 
Excellent condition, 1995. £2,000 ono. 
Tel: (01989) 750826 or (01989) 750799. 


LARK 4 ELECTRIC scooter, almost new, 
£1,000. Tel: 0181-886 3185S. 


ALUMINIUM VAN/ACCESS ramp. Strong 
midfold. Offers. Tel: (01803) 614205. 


NISSAN SERENA CHAIRMAN. N reg, 2 
diesel, 1,200 miles. Easy access, Ricon 
rear entry electric lift. 2 wheelchairs or 1 
passenger and 1 wheelchair at rear. Vgc, 
£12,250. Tel: (01223) 882088 (Cambs). 


TRANSIT AUTO F REG. 49,000 miles, joy- 
stick steering. Drive from the wheelchair, 
remote door and lift. £6,250. Tel: 0181- 
591 8540. 


Continued on page 28 
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TRIMCHAIR WHEELCHAIR GYM. Exercises 
all parts of the body safely. Converts to 
basic wheelchair, ideal for fitness. Good 
condition, £600 ono. Tel: (01908) 502019. 


PEUGEOT 505 7-SEATER, diesel, H reg. 
High mileage, well maintained, lady 
owner. Runs beautifully/economically, 
£1,850. Apollo bath, rising swivel seat. 
Shower facility, as new. Cost £3,000, 
accept £550, can deliver. Tel: (01297) 
33446 or (01297) 560296. 


NISSAN VANETTE DIESEL. 1952cc, 1990, 
12 months MOT, vgc, low mileage, elec- 
tric lift. Accommodates one wheelchair 
passenger plus seating for four additional 
passengers. Two sunroofs and alarm. 
£4,500 ono. Tel: (01924) 403421. 


LARK SCOOTER MODEL 4351, good condi- 
tion. 4mph, 14 miles between charging. 
Batteries and charger in price. Rear 
wheel drive, reverse gear, swivel seat, 
basket. £2,000 new, accept £800 ono. 
Tel: (01252) 842664. 


CHILD’S COLT TRIKE. Includes belts and 
supports. Like new, £300. Child’s Pony II 
battery powered vehicle. Many extras, 
excellent condition, £750. Tel: (01929) 


553585. 


EVERAIDS TURBO ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
RX7 model with tilting elevator. Vgc 
with spare batteries, £350 ono. Tel: 
(01203) 362256 (Coventry). 


NISSAN PRARIE 1987 E reg. Fitted passen- 
ger wheelchair with electric lift. Will take 
three other passengers. Two owners 
from new. £5,500. Tel: (01371) 820948. 


ORTHO-KINETICS LARK 4-plus scooter and 
battery charger. New February ’77 cost- 
ing £2,345. Used at most 12 times, £1,800 
ono. Tel: 0181-346 3481. 


HBC 200 JUNIOR 200k¢ wheelchair lift for 
fitting vehicles up to 800mm floor height. 
Little used. New cost £2,300. Offers. Tel: 
(01832) 293374 or Fax: (01832) 293375. 


MANUAL SHADOW WHEELCHAIR with 
transforma seat. Hydraulic tilt lift. 
Excellent condition. Cost £1,600, accept 
£695. For details, tel: 0181-651 5623. 


CHILD’S SUNRISE MEDICAL Suntec wheel- 
chair. 12in seat, easy to fold. Cost £750, 
accept £175. Wanted: lightweight folding 
buggy for small disabled child. Tel: 
(01672) 512576 (Wiltshire). 


SUNTEC TL MANUAL WHEELCHAIR. 18 
months old, unused, excellent condition. 
Folds back, extended handles. Cost £680, 
will accept £300 ono. Buyer to collect. 
Tel: 0181-514 4241. 


LIGHTWEIGHT FOLDING BUGGY for small 
disabled child. Tel: (01672) 512576 
(Wiltshire). 

ee eee 


If you are submitting a 
personal advert please 
State whether you want 
us to include your 
home area. Unless this 
is written DN will not be 
able to disclose this 
personal information to 
any queries. 


For personal ads please 
send a cheque or postal 
order for £5 payable to 
Disability Now with your 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 2. 


ACCESSIBLE LODGINGS OR rented/shared 
accommodation required immediately 
for 3 months by young female BBC 
employee wheelchair user, in west, north 
or southwest London. Tel: 0117-985 
7007. 


FRIENDLY FEMALE 49, single, slight facial 


disfigurement camouflaged. Seeks 


mature, intelligent, sensitive male friends 
to share interests and maybe meet occas- 
sionaly for outings, travel, walks and 
talks. Penpals able bodied or disabled 
welcome. Box No. 139 


35 YEAR OLD Hydrocephalic male, seeks 
male penfriend aged 20 to 35 with mild 
disability who plays football for a pub 
team. Box No. 140 


INDEPENDENT, INTELLIGENT AND thought- 
ful lady (45), Sft 9in tall, n/s, with neck 
disability. Loves driving, having fun, out- 
ings and a good laugh (positive thinking), 
with a wide interest in cultural subjects. 
Would love to hear from/meet a happy, 
supportive and gentle male, n/s, over Sft 
Yin, with similar qualities and interests in 
Edinburgh and surrounding area. Also 
female friends for various outings and 
genuine, supportive friendships. Photo 
appreciated. Box No. 141 


MY NAME IS JOHN, aged 63 and my hob- 
bies are reading and music, from classical 
to the Spice Girls. I like going for a drink 
and a meal. I also like playing chess and 
watching tv and videos. I am quite well 
educated and enjoy going visiting and 
shopping with help sometimes, as I have 
Cerebral Palsy. I would love to meet a 
lady friend between the ages of 35-60. I 
have been separated for 5S years so I 
would like to meet someone to enjoy life 
with. Box No. 142 


TRAVEL WRITER AGED 45, with cp, 
requires attractive and fashionable lady 
under 40, for practical assistance and 
physical fulfilment, on trips in the UK 
and worldwide. All expenses paid for the 
right lady. Photograph if possible. Box 
No. 143 


PM 51, MALE and retired from profes- 
sional job due to an accident. I wltm a 
female with a gsoh to share social life 
and interests with. I enjoy films, theatre, 
reading, the countryside, travel, meeting 
people and entertaining. Box No. 144 


MALE, 33, LIVES in south of England and 
uses wheelchair. Enjoys voluntary work 
and meeting new people. Would like to 
meet lady in similar situation aged 
between 29-33 to share friendship. Photo 
appreciated. Box No. 145 


MALE AGED 36 with cp. I have a good 
sense of humour, like eating out, going to 
the cinema and cheerful conversation. I 
would like to meet a female with a gsoh, 
able bodied/disabled. Age not import- 
nant. Huddersfield area. Box No. 146 


AD FROM THE HEART. Male, 39, has lived 
somewhat isolated and lonely existence, 
due to periods of agrophobia and lack of 
confidence. Feels left out of life. Wishes 
to correspond/meet an understanding 
female friend who is disabled. Maybe the 
future will be good. I live in London. Box 
No. 147 


1 AM A 38 year old male living in 
London. I have learning difficulties and 
am overweight. I am looking for a per- 
manent relationship with a female, dis- 
abled or non-disabled, aged 30+. Ideally 
you will be outgoing, caring and loving, 
with no dependent children, living in the 
London/southeast area. please write and 
I will reply. Box No. 148 


INTELLIGENT 43 YEAR old male with mus- 
cular dystrophy wishes to meet young 
lady, aged 30-50, able bodied or disabled, 
for friendship/relationship. If possible, a 
car driver like myself, My interests 
include home life, gardening, DIY, 
music, reading and driving. Prefer’ some- 
one around southeast area. Box No. 149 


TO BE BALD is a disability. I can’t find a 


lady to go out with because I am bald. I 
am single, aged 47 and from Cardiff. I 
dress smartly, but modern. I am ve1y 
good looking but bald. I have given up on 
romance, so a friend would be nice — any 
lady, any age. Please write. Box No. 150 


To place a box classified 

advertisement in DN, please 
contact Richard Gresham at 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 12 Dock 


Offices, Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU, or 
telephone 0171-252 1362 
(Fax 0171-237 8019). 


As from 6 December 1997, 
Scope’s headquaters will be 
changing. The new address 
will be Scope, 6 Market Road, 


London N7. The telephone 
number has yet to be 
arranged. All post and calls to 
our present offices will be 
diverted. 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 


editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS! 
..and make a big 
impression. 

Due to lack of space in 
this issue, DN is unable to 
include our classified 
advertisement form. If you 
want to advertise, please 
use the form on the left. 
Send it with a cheque for 
the total to Disability Now, 
12 Park Crescent, London 
W1N 4EQ. 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, 
GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS: SELF-CATERING, 
COTTAGES, GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales 
Tourist Board 3 Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, 
JACUZZI, THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, 
POTTERY & MUSIC ROOMS, OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES, WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 


For info & Holiday Pack, Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


HOME WITH A HEART FOR DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW SITUATED ON 
GOLF COURSE. 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL 
TELEPHONE CALLS, FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 
24 HOUR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY. 

15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 


SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


WHEELING AROUND 
THE ALGARVE 
RONDANDO PELO 
ALGARVE 


Self Catering villas and cottages, hotels, B&B, car hire with 
hand controls, adapted vans, etc. Scuba Diving courses 
and other sporting and leisure facilities. 

David Player, Wheeling Around The Algarve, 
Apartado 3421, 8136 Almancil, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 
Fax: 00 351 89 397448 


BEAUTIFUL VILLA IN 
REAL SPAIN 


Totally accessible. 
Including private swimming pool, 
gardens and BBQ area. 4 bed- 


rooms and additional roll-in shower. 
For brochure telephone 


00346 280 7249 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in some 
rooms. Al] in a comfortable, friendly country house 
hotel set in several acres of natural grounds, nine 
miles from the ancient city of Norwich, offering 
excellent opportunities for exploring the countryside 
and coastline of East Anglia. 
Special New Year breaks book now. 
Ring 01508 489324 


JUBILEE LODGE - Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 
Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer ppper Social Services 
registered. From £235 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


MAR Y SOL — TENERIFE 


Enjoy year round sunshine at the Mar y Sol 
complex. Wheelchair accessible apartments, 
heated pool with hoist, restaurant, poolside 
bar, pamper hire, care agency. Ring 

today for cheapest winter prices. Contracted 
to ATOL agents. 


Susan Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, 
Wraysbury, Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. 
Tel: (01753) 685718. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. 
Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


WYE __ Specialising in Holidays 
VALLEY for Disabled People 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acres gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 
Activitites, entertainments. Rates from £220/week. 


@ (01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NPS 4TP 


ete 
The Priory 
oat 


DN is also available on 
tape. For details, contact 


Subscriptions at 16 
Fitzroy Square, London, 
W1P 6LP or telephone 
0171-383 4575. 
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WINGED FELLOWSHIP TOURS 


Overseas holidays for people with disabilities. 
Holland, Eire, Channel Islands, France, Switz, 
Norway, Czech, Majorca, USA etc. Prices include 
flights, travel in adapted vehicles, accessible 
accommodation, nurse/couriers. Also UK budget 
“Discovery” holidays. All destinations accessible. 
Brochure from Gary Day: 0171 833 4579 ext 122. 


A WIDE SELECTION OF 


\DAPTED 
A 
COACH la 
TOURS 
FOR 1998 Z 
Paris Disney - Jan., Feb., & June 
Lake District - March 


Ireland - May 
Austria - October 


STILL AVAILABLE 
XMAS & NEW YEAR BREAKS 
call Tony or Josie on: 


01708 863198 


or write to: 
1 Tank Hill Road, Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


NOW BOOKING FOR 1998 


SUMMER 
HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS 


FOR THE DISABLED 


DESTINATIONS THROUGHOUT 
THE U.K. PLUS 
TURKEY - CYPRUS 
PORTUGAL - SPAIN 
TENERIFE - LANZAROTE 
MALTA - FLORIDA 
PLUS LOTS MORE 
call Tony or Josie on: 


01708 863198 


or write to: 
1 Tank Hill Road, Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


Have Fun, Fun, Fun! 
“Skylarks” — Nottingham 
Purpose-built holiday centre re-opens in August 
after £1.6m refurbishment. 26 single en-suite, 5 twin 
rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. Hydro pool. Bar. Help 
buttons. Free trips/excursions. Nurses/volunteer 
support. Prices from £245 pw — including food/care. 
For brochure, please tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 454300. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. 
Rural setting with superb views. 
Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 


and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 
St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


wW ik@b: 
“Hacienda-el-Miguel” the 
Costa Blanca. Disabled friendly 
Holiday Apartment for up to 6. 
Suitable for 4 adults plus 2 
children (max). Ring or write 
soon to avoid disappointment. 
Mick Benford, Holiben, 23 West Way, Kettering 
NN15 7LE. Tel: (01536) 523591. 


Raglan 


RAGLAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD 


WHEELCHAIR ADAPTED ACCOMMODATION 


BOWBRIDGE ROAD, NEWARK, 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


AGES 55+ 


2 BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR FLAT IN 
SHELTERED COMPLEX 


TEL: DAVID SHEPHERD 0116 2774429 


For sale (continued on p29) 


SOURCE 


All guarantees honoured 


THE WHEELCHAIR —=* 
WAREHOUSE = BL 


THE LARGEST CHOICE 
IN THE UK FOR 


Manual Chairs - Power chairs - Scooters - 
Sports wheelchairs 


THE ONE STOP SHOPPING 


Run by disabled people for disabled people 
SALES, HIRE, REPAIRS & 


MODIFICATIONS UNDERTAKEN 


All makes - Impartial advice given 
Home visits available - Free trials 


| MOTABILITY 
FINANCE AVAILABLE 


The masters 
of mobility 


0181 
569 8955 


le 
easonab Units 1-4, 
rates Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 
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RAILTRACK 


DORINCOURT CENTRE 


QUEEN ELIZABETH’S FOUNDATION FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


Art & Craft Instructor 


£14,950 - £16,500 p.a. 


(According to qualifications and experience) 


Enable more people with 
disabilities to travel by rail. 


London 


Full time instructor with multi-disciplinary skills required to join our thriving Arts 
Department. The successful candidate will have a teaching qualification (C & G 
7307 min.) and an art background to HND or equivalent. Ceramics and Creative 

Computing experience a definite advantage. 


You will also have experience of working with people with special needs and a 
commitment to working as part of a team. 


For further details and a job description, please contact: 
Seamus Cuddihy, Arts Department Manager, QEFD, Dorincourt Centre, 
Oaklawn Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 OBT. 


Railtrack owns Britain’s rail infrastructure - the tracks, signals, tunnels and stations - and is responsible for 


. “ . : 3 : me 5 
the timetabling, signalling, maintenance and renewal of the network. Over the next 10 years, we will be SHIGE ational dinamo sae 
< ; ie ; ‘ 2 - Closing date: Monday 1st December 1997 
investing £16 billion on improving the network for everyone's benefit. And we're determined to ensure Q 
, Se. : JUEEN ELIZABETH'S Registered Charity No..251051 
that people with disabilities gain as much as anyone. Songs An equal opportunities employer welcoming applications 
PEOPLE from all sections of the community 


That's why we've created this new role, for someone to champion their cause. You'll become our expert 
on disability issues. You'll represent the interests of people with disabilities, internally and externally, and 
ensure we meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act. This will involve developing a 
training programme for our employees and contractors, and working closely with the Disabled Passenger 
Transport Advisory Committee, Office of the Rail Regulator, Department of Environment Transport & the 
Regions and other influential organisations. You'll also help our rail industry partners meet their legal 


Breaking the link between poverty and disability D isa bi | ity 


We are a small national charity with over 330 | . 

member organisations. Specialists in disability a | lance 
benefits we provide information, advice and educational & research 
training, publish the Disability Rights Handbook _—asseciation 


obligations and solve problems hampering travellers with disabilities. and produce briefing and lobbying materials. 


We are looking for two experienced welfare rights advisers to join a 
team providing advice and training on disability benefits to claimants 
and their advisers. You will have extensive knowledge of the social 
security system, experience of advising and the ability to write clearly 
and succinctly. 


This is an opportunity to make a big difference to many people’s lives. 


To do so, you must appreciate the difficulties people with disabilities can encounter when travelling by rail. 
You also need to be commercially astute, have negotiating, influencing and 
PC skills, and possess the ability to produce business cases and plans. It would also be useful if you had 
some understanding of building design issues. 


RIGHTS WORKER (Training) 
(ref. RWT) permanent post 
Having run successful training programmes for many years we are now 
looking to set up a Training Unit. You will be responsible for setting up 
and developing the Unit, organising our training programme and 
teaching on some of our courses. You will have training experience and 
be a good communicator. 


To apply, please send full career details, quoting Ref DC, to: Stephanie Williams, Railtrack plc, DP12, 
Railtrack House, Euston Square, London NWI 2EE. 


The closing date for applications is 12 December 1997. RIGHTS WORKER (Information) 
(ref. RWI) three year contract 
This is a new post funded by the National Lottery Charities 
Board. You will be responsible for writing benefit guides, leaflets 
and articles for publication. You will have strong writing skills Pech 


TERY 


and evidence of published work. Cuaniias 


RAILTRACK IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


Salary for both posts SO1/2 (30-32) starting at £20,343 (incl LW) 
plus 5% pension scheme 
35 hour week 


POLICY OFFICER The TUC Equal Rights ' >, 
EQUAL RIGHTS DEPARTMENT Department is seeking a TUC” >> 


Further details and application forms from: Disability Alliance, 88-94 
Wentworth Street, London El 7SA. Tel: 0171 247 8776 (10-4) or 0171 
247 8759 (at other times). Closing date: noon 8th January 1998. You 
must quote the reference for the post you are interested in. 
Applications from disabled people positively welcomed. 
Fully accessible non-smoking office. 
Charity number 1063115/0 


policy officer to work part 
This is a 3-4 days a week post, subject to time on equal rights issues, 
negotiation. with the emphasis on disabled people’s 
Salary £22,247 rising to £27,873 pa inc LW employment and lesbian and gay rights. 


(pro rata). Applicants should have a thorough 


The TUC is Britain’s largest voluntary knowledge of these areas, highly developed 
organisation, with over 70 member unions communication skills and an understanding 


representing seven million working people from Mamul role of the trade union movement in 
PURE CROMICMCkecunectcikemececaiciimes covancing the interests of people at work. 


A olde oa olen maleate e-em For an application pack please write to the 
build links with all political parties, business and Personnel and Training Office, TUS, 

the community. Congress House, Great Russell Street, 
London WC1B 3LS. Telephone the 
recruitment line 0171 467 1340 (ansaphone). 


For sale (continued on p30) 


erchairg 


overs 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 
Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, ‘ree advice, 


The TUC is committed to Equal Opportunities 

and is working towards fair representation of E ae 
: -mail: jblay@tuc.org.uk 

women, black people and disabled people at all Minicom 0171 436 9476. 

levels of the organisation. Applications from 

these groups are particularly welcome for this Packs will be provided in braille and on tape 


ost. if required. Completed forms will be accepted delivery, 
E Beds, etc. collection, all 
Closing date for completed applications is first All models wanted and for sale. areas covered. 


The right one to suit your needs. Fully guaranteed. 


Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 
or 0121 353 7975 


All major credit cards accepted 


post 5 December 1997. Interviews will be held 
on 16 December. 


The TUC is an equal opportunities employer. INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


To advertise your ENJOY FREEDOM 


vacancies or courses on the road with... 
please contact the The new Autochair : 
Advertisement Director, eElectric person lifts M & J Mobil ity 
Richard Gresham at . Expert Advice e Service & 


Kingslea Press Ltd, 12 eWheelchalr/Scooter_ Repairs e Free Demonstrations 


hoists 


J 

YB 
Dock Offices, Surrey q 
Quays Road, London SE16 e Rotating car seat 01703 873800 & 
2XU, or telephone 0171-252 eHand controls 


1362 (Fax 0171-237 8019) 


U.S. VANS FOR U.S. DOLLARS 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned company 
specialising in new and previously owned 
adapted mini or full size vans for disabled 
driver, passenger or group transport. Contact: 

VanFare, USA 11 School St., Essex, 

MA 01929 USA 

Phone: 001 508 768 6228 

Fax: 001 508 768 6404 

Area code change 1/12/97 508=978 
E-mail: vanfare@tlac.net 
http://www.tlac.net/users/vanfare 


* Walking sticks * Rainwear * 


=< Tyres * Batteries * Grab rails * 
oro 


Scooters * Wheelchairs * 
Riserchairs * Stairlifts etc etc 


Equipment bought and sold.Sales, service, hire. 


D & K Mobility, 62, Hollybush Road, 
Gravesend, Tel: 01474 353837 Mon-Fri 10-5 
Sat 10-3. Closed Thursday 
5% off on all new electrical equipment 
until end of October 


M&J Mobility, Unit 37, New Forest Enterprise Centre, Rushington Business Park, Totton, Hants. 
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Having trouble getting 
in & out of your car? 


ACTION AND RIGHTS OF DISABLED PEOPLE IN NEWHAM 


require a Co-ordinator 


FEDERATION OF DISABILITY SPORTS ORGANISATIONS 
(Y & H) 
seeks to appoint 
RESOURCE OFFICER (EMPOWERMENT) 


To create an environment where people with learning difficulty 
can become actively involved in aspects of management within 
the structure of the Federation. 


for their new and exciting 
Newham Independent Living Scheme 


Salary: $02.32 (£20,430pa inc.) 


A resourceful and imaginative disabled person is required to develop and 
administer this new initiative in Newham. You will be responsible for 
developing all aspects of the scheme including setting up a register of 
disabled people using the scheme, developing an information service 
including a drop-in, setting up a training programme and a peer support 
network, liaising with statutory and voluntary organisations to develop 
understanding of independent living issues. 


To achieve the above you will need to be fully aware of independent 
living issues and have a strong commitment to the empowerment of 
disabled people and equal opportunities. You will also need to have 
experience of developing and administering projects within the voluntary 
sector. If you are ready for a challenge and would like to help us develop 
this project please ring/write for an application form. 


Funding from the National Lottery Charities Board will establish 
a three year project which will identify and address training needs 
for people with learning difficulty in the process of committee 
working, issues around sports development and aspects of 
direction and management. The training needs for enablers will 
also be addressed. 


The postholder will have a relevant qualification in community 
work and will demonstrate an understanding and commitment to 
empowerment for people with learning difficulty. 


Closing date for applications: 10th December 1997 

: For further details and an application form please contact: 
The Federation is aware of its responsibility in encouraging 
employment prospects for disabled people. Any disabled person, 
able to meet the minimum criteria for the post will be granted an 


interview. 


Action and Rights of Disabled People in Newham 
c/o Community Links 

105 Barking Road 

Canning Town 

E16 4HQ 


The salary for the post will be based on local authority scale SO1 Tel: 0171 473 2270 (voice/minicom) 


£17,481 - £18,636 - pro rata for 21 hours per week. 
Further information and application pack can be obtained from: 


Tricia Hall 

Federation of Disability Sports Organisations 
Unit 9, Milner Way 

Ossett, Wakefield WFS 9JN 

Tel: (01924) 279305 

Minicom: (01924) 275070 

Fax: (01924) 280232 


The Greater Manchester 
P| Coalition of Disabled People 


Fax: 0171 473 6671 
is recruiting for an 


eimico 
INFORMATION WORKER 


NJC SCALE 6, £15,759 - 21 hours per wk, £9,455 pro-rata 


The successful candidate would need to be able to develop and 
maintain the extensive information base of GMCDP and make 
appropriate information available to members and outside bodies 
through the production of a monthly information Bulletin, direct 
contact and telephone or written enquiries. The post will also involve 
work around production of “Coalition” magazine and developing the 
information/publications project within the GMCDP. 


Requests by phone will not be accepted, please send for information, 
Stating if braille, tape or large print is required, to: 


GMCDP, Carisbrooke, Wenlock Way, Gorton, Manchester M12 5LF. 


Closing date for applications is 4pm 2nd January 1998 
Interviews Wk commencing 26th January 1998 


PLEASE do not send a CV 
ONLY DISABLED PEOPLE NEED APPLY 


NATIONAL 
Federation LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 


. 3 
BOARD 


ICD works to challenge poverty and promote development through the sharing of skills, 
and currently has over 130 skilled professionals working in Latin America, the Caribbean, 
Africa and the Middle East. 


ADVISER/TRAINER 
AA _ DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTRE, NAMIBIA e 


Based in Windhoek, the National Disability Resource Centre is the first of its kind in Namibia. 
It aims to facilitate self-advocacy and empowerment, providing information, advisory and 
referral services particularly with regard to training and work opportunities. The ICD worker 
will support the development of the centre, sharing skills with the Head of Centre and 
carrying out training to strengthen the skills of the Centre’s staff. A key role will be 
to support the design, planning and implementation of programmes to meet user 
needs, She will have extensive knowledge of disability issues and relevant experience 
ideally in information, training and employment support services for and with 
disabled people. Needs assessment, programme development and training skills are 
essential. Personal experience of disability would contribute to the postholder’s approach 
and understanding. 
ICD offers a salary based on local living costs, accommodation paid, UK savings 
allowance of $180 per month and other benefits, 2 year contract. 


Detalls/application form from ICD, Unit 3, Canonbury Yard, 190a 
eo New North Road, London NI 7BJ, tel 0171 704 1738, e-mail 
cli In.apc.org Closing date: 8 January 1998. ; 
or rina tn tees Maser Y 
INTERNATIONAL 


COOPERATION ICD acts to challenge poverty and promote development and Is committed 
FOR DEVEL@PMENT fo equal opportunities. ICD Is a department of ClIR, Reg. Charity No. 294329, 


CHESTERFIELD LAW CENTRE 


This well established Law Centre providing free legal advice and representation to the rural and urban 
communities of North Derbyshire requires: 


Solicitor: Expertise in housing law and experience/interest in immigration, employment and discrimination law. 
Opportunities to undertake group work and develop new areas of work such as environmental and community 
care law. 

Salary scale: £19,752-£21,285. Interview date: 18.12.97 
Co-ordinator (Volunteers and training): Experienced project worker required to develop an exciting new project 
within the Law Centre. Responsible for co-ordinating work with volunteers and developing training provision. 
This post is funded by the National Lottery Charities Board until December 2000, 

Salary scale: £15,759-£16,815. Interview date: 17.12.97 


Enthusiasm, flexibility and commitment to the aims of the Law Centre and equal opportunities are essential 
requirements for both posts. Post holders will join the existing staff team, working as a collective. Both posts are 
open to applicants wishing to job-share. 


Chesterfield Law Centre is striving to be an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community. 


Information and an application form (CVs not accepted) from 44 Park Road, Chesterfield, Derbyshire $40 1XZ or 


telephone: 01246 550674 / minicom: 01246 204570. 
Personal 


Closing date for both posts: 8.12.97 at 12 noon. 


In a Crisis 
Whatever you’re going through, 
we'll go through it with you. 
Please phone, visit or write 


The 


AFM Consulting is the professional service division of Amey Facilities Management Ltd., which in turn is part of the 
highly successful Amey pic Group. 


ACCESS ASSISTANT - wembiey 


An Access Assistant with an architectural or surveying background to t ici i i i 
echnician level is required to improve access for 
disabled people to the built environment. ; 7 ee 


Knowledge of disability issues, inclusive design, access audit procedures and islation i i 
: é : access legislation is required. AutoCAD 
R12/13, Word 6, Excel and personal experience of disability are desirable. _ 


This is initially a one year contract with an option to renew. The closing date for applications will be 10th December 1997. 
Please write, enclosing a full CV and indicating current salary, to: 


Miss Eimear Cantwell 
AFM Consulting, Cottrell House 
53-63 Wembley Hill Road 
Wembley, Middlesex HA9 8BE 
CONSULTING Tel: 0181 900 2100 


We are an Equal Opportunities Employer 


DID. 
Find a friend Ww 


—— A dating agency designed for 
BY Find-A-Friend 


people with disabilities and 
——— ee is open to discerning able 
Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 


bodied people. 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 

Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 

Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


Samaritans 
0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 
The Samaritans is a Registered Charity providing 
Confidential and Emotional Support. 
Charity No. 219432 


ae a EE 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at http:/www.dis 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on editor@dis 


abilitynow.org.uk, 
abilitynow.org.uk 


Tel/Fax 01473 226950 


Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 


Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 


Deadlines for the January issue of Disability Now: 


Booking deadline is 5 December 


Copy deadline is 9 December 
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7 Ring us’ NOW 
GOWRINGS MOBILITY 
0800 220878 


THE ANSWER! 
Ring 01629-813493 
for brochure or 


free demo 


Autochair Ltd Milford Lane Bakewell DE45 1Dx 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 

LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 

YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 

YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 

and let us match buyer with seller. 

For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


CoMFORT & CARE 


for incontinence sufferers 


FOR ALL CONDITIONS 


FOR MEN & WOMEN — = 
ls Avi abe? 
OMTLAV (Bee 

FOR 
Superior range of quality incontinence wear for: 


DISCREET PROTECTION, COMFORT AND CONFIDENCE 


FREEPHONE CARELINE 0800 413860 24HOUR 
FREE BROCHURE 


GREEN Cross HEALTHCARE LTD 
FREEPOST (NEA2674) HARROGATE HG3 7BR 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guct® Extra Strong Playpens. 
yO Extra Large Stairgates. 

ww? 
we Fitted Padded Play Areas. 
High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Motor insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of vehicles 
converted to carry wheelchair 
passengers. 
Substantial premium savings — 
up to 30% possible. 


For a quote please contact 


CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH 
01460 61373/62148 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the 


advertisements it prints and all 
readers are advised to check 
claims with the advertisers before 
relying on them. 


Brighten up a relative’s or 
friend’s (or even your own!) 
Christmas with these beautiful 
roses. Thanks to the RNIB, DN 
has 10 to give away, worth 
£6.99 each. 

The rose, named Perception 
(left), was launched at the 
Chelsea flower show. It grows 
to 120cm, and was chosen for 
RNIB by visually impaired 
people due to its fragrance and 
vanilla/cherry pink petals. 

If you don’t win, you can still 
order them from Harkness 
Roses at £6.99 (plus P&P), with 
£1.80 going directly to the RNIB. 
Tel: (01462) 420402. 


a llama 


Pack Up 


If you read our article on page 
17 and fancy treking the 
Yorkshire Moors with llamas, 
here’s your chance. 

Bruce and Ruth Wright who 
run the cross-country outings 
are offering three readers the 

chance to go treking for the day, 
worth £29 each. 

For more details, contact 


Bruce Wright at Wellington 
Lodge Llamas, tel: (01723) 
871234. 


1.9 TURBO DIESEL 


on the 
road 


[NN 
CERTIFIsy 
TrindlS 


Ee pluSa range of used Versa vehicles are 
| available. Prices start from 

Phone Howard Samuels or «tock 
Philip Beecham for details of curren eS 


SDLIBEEESAISSE: 


Nusa Be GE 


All Versa’s are capable of carrying 2 wheelchairs. Suitabl * le for families 
and organisations. All models available on ‘MOTABILITY’ lease. 


wi DNES 


SHB NOW! 


Special offers 31 


it’s showtime 


Treat yourself and a friend to 
the theatre this Christamas, 
thanks to the Royal Exchange 
Theatre, Manchester. 

DN has a pair of tickets, valid 
1 Jan-4 April, up for grabs. 

The theatre has been piloting 
audio described performances 
and is wheelchair accessible. 

For performance listing, tel: 
0161-833 9833. 


Terence Rattigan’s The Deep 
Blue Sea, on until 13 December 


Books, books and more books 


(£10.95); five of Hearing Dog 
(£16.99): five of Which? Wine 
Guide 1998 (£13.99); and five 
of Which? Good Food Guide 

1998 (£14.99). 

(See page 18 for more details.) 


Following on from page 18, DN 
has the following to give away: 
Four copies of A Genius in the 
Family (£16.99); six of On Equal 
Terms (£16.99); six of Beyond 
Bedlam (£7.95); five of My World 


QiOL PLE AOL 


on the road 
CEE Ss Eas 


£1iG, 7935 


on the road 


Widnes Car Centre Limited 


Fax: 0151 495 1382 


Sahin a full information pack. — 


EEZLEL ILLITE 


S/Motability 


*This is a trademark of Motability: 
registered charity number 299745 


Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 TAL. 


Hotel 
holiday 


Relax after the Christmas stress 
with a weekend break. 

The Ramada hotel (/eft) in 
Manchester city centre, is 
offering a lucky DN reader a 
free weekend break for two, 
worth £290, valid for 
Friday/Saturday or 
Saturday/Sunday, until April 
(subject to availability). 

The hotel is registered with 
the Holiday Care Service and 
has a Catagory 1 rating 
(suitable for unaccompanied 
wheelchair user) with the 
English Tourist Board. 

For detailed information, tel: 
0161-835 2555. 


To enter these special offers 
please send a postcard, 
marked roses, llama, Ramada, 
theatre or with the relevant 
book title, to DN, address 
on page 2. Closing date is 19 
December. These offers are 
not open to DN staff or 
associates. 


A\ VERSA HAS NEVER 
BEEN SO AFFORDABLE 


Certificate Number FS 33479 


Monday - Friday 
9.00am - 5.30pm _ 
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